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. This is -a peculiar story, but i t is" t rue : There was a woman that
went into a trancej they had laid her out for dead. She came to and talked
for about two hours. She told the ones there where she wanted to be buried.
There was a post oak grove where the cemetery is .now., The woman's name was
Polly Duck, Her f i r s t husband's name was,Leaf (U-go-lo-^a), «nd her second
husband was John Duck (Ka-w^-ne), so sorr.e knew her as Leaf and sorne as Duck.
She was the f i r s t to be buried there, ohe told the eople who were present
before her death, that she would be the overseer of the graveyard-after her
death, and ti$at sometime in the future peoj^e of geviVal tr ibes would be
buried there. That prediction hat come t rue , as many nat ional i t ies of
people have been buried in the cemetery, * ';"»

A i i t t l e while af ter Polly Duck was buried, a man by the name of Nee-kee,
a full-blood Cherokee, -came into the coTiinunity. ^e died af ter & short while
and was the f i r s t man to be buried there.

Eliza Buzzard l a t e r went to Muskogee, taking v/ith her Charley Hensley.ae
interpreter, and requested the Dawes Commission to set aside three acres of *
land for a graveyard a&l a place to have funerals.

A building of hewii logs .YaS constructed by the men of the community.-'
This was about 1872. 'The log building was replaced by the present frame
chapel about 1918 > ol* the same size as, the orinii.al building.

«,
The log building n^s used by the .Indians as r school. Cherokee Nation

schools were finane d by appropriations made by the Cherokee counc i l from
the c,-ttle grazing tax . Stockmen paid $1, per heed for cc t t l e brought into
the nation. I attended school in the log building. Some- of the teachers
were Jim Horsefly, Ben Hilderbrand, Joe Kilderbrand,' c.nd Susie Dowing.

Jim Horsefly was a cood interpreter from the Crv rokee to the ^n f l i sh
and would interpret for the English preachers '- t the crjr.p n otin^s.
Ministers of different denomination- preached sin the~ co.-nmunity, alv.ay

, working £ood with t.he Indians.

Sen Hilderbrar.d v/as a pret'crjer a..o i.pokc octh the -n^lii'h nd Ch rokee
His family included: Joe, Lucintic, ^ax ; ixi Kzra Hilderbrand,

Qliildren o: his f i r s t wife; c-nd «osey, Cicero, ^ay, Scnjariin, Dcr.nis, end
Qracs "ildc-rbrand, children of his s cond .ii 'e. CICCITD . • CC •<"• a minittei*.

The fimpson Chapel tui ldi :^ . was constructed ent i re ly as a
project. -In the 193Cs, af ter kethodiot services rud L r r. hoij in T,!U cu t . t . l
lor several years, the church discontinued the mission there . ni the Kcthodist
organisation offered the building :or s^le. al^r.cu'.r. i*. ;.s coa-.unity property
already-,. '-he ci t izens of the conmur.itybought Deck the building in order to
preserve the his tor ic building . .t. uri^J.' jrour.d. I t :;.-. ti-.ee jeen naintr. ined
on a community bas is .

The Pioneer Daughters organisation holds regu~«-r ^eetinjs r.t the chapel,
usually <.orking on a qui l t .or toie oth r projept «o r.id ^Diaeone vrho nay re in
need. The men ^ thr - r for work d^ys, -.nd keep the ceraeter.' neat nd the buildj-r.f;
in repair. The cnapol is used oca-sionslly i'or funeral services, cat no longer
as a 7je = tin£ place for Sunday school or school.


