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This 1s. a peculiar story, but it is true: There was & woman that
went into a trance; they had laid her out for dead. She came to and talked
for about two how s. She told the ones there where she wznted to be buried.
There was a post oak grove where the cemetery is now.. The woman'c nzme was
Polly Ducks. Her first husband's name was. leaf (U-g.-lo-ga), and her second
husband was John Duck (Ka-ﬂp-ne), so some knew her as Leaf ard some as Duck.
She was the first to be buried there. She told the eople who were present
before her death, that she would be thc overseer of the graveyard after her
death, and that sometine in the future peoﬁﬁe of several tribes would be
. buried there, That prediction ha: come true, ac many nationalities of
people have been buried in the cemetery. . R

A little while afver Polly Duck was buried, a man by the name of Nee-kee,
2 full-blood Cherokee, -came into the community. #e died after & short while
and was the first man to be buried there,

Eliza Buzzard later went to Huskoéee, taking with her Cha.rley HensYey as
interpreter, and requested the Dawes Commission to set aside three acres of *
land for a graveyard afﬁ a place to have funerals.,
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A building of hewn logs was constructed by the men of the community..
This was about 1872. The log building was replaced by the present frame
chapel about 1918, of* the same size as tne origiral building.

The log bullding wasS used by uhe Indians zs= ¢ school., Cherokee Neation
schools were financ'd by arproprictions made by the Cherokee council, from
the ¢ ttle grazing tax. Stockmen pzid $1. per hezd for c-ttle brought into
the nztion. I attended cchool in the log tuilding. Some of the teachers
~were Jim Horsefly, Ben Hilderbrand, Joe Hilderbrand, .nd Susie Dowing.

Jim Horsefly was a good interpreter from the Ch rokee to the znrlish
and would interpret for the 2nglish precchers-;t the camp n etings,
Ministers of different denominztion. preached ‘in the community, wlways
working ;ood with zhe Indians,

Ben Hilderbra:ud was & prescrer w.o wpok¢ octh iHe nglish nd Ch rokee
languages. His family included: Joe, Lucinds, waz :nd Brzra Hilderbrard,
prlcren oi his first wife; .nd nosey, Cicero, hay, senjunin, Dennis, omd
Qrace Rilderorand, children of 2iis s cond .ile, -c<1p .rcz ¢ a minicter,

fhe Iimpson Chapel tuilci:. was constructed eniirely as a comzunity

project. :In the 193Cs, after Methodist services ned v n hell in the Cup el
tor severel yesrs, the church discontinicd the mission there .ni the Kethodisc
organization oifered the building :or s.le. alircuci 1t s conmmunity propjerty
already, the citizens of the communitycought peck the tuilding in order to ¢
preserve the Listoric building ..c uricl’ cround. IV n:. ti-ce ceen maintsined

on a community beasis.
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"The Pioneer Daughters organi:ation holds regu.:r ~eetings at the chapel,

usually working on a gquilt.or coze oth r project o aid somevne who mey re in
need. <he men _ether for work duys, -nd keep the cemetery nest nd thc building
in repair. The chapel is used oca.sionzlly Jor funerel servies, tul no longer
as z me2ting plzte for sunday School or school,



