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.(Did you go on to school’then someplace else, or weat to.work?)

' No, no. I-hust went to work. That ;as the biggest mistake that I have

made in my %i?e.‘ But you’know_thé old saying, is you can't drink up spilt

milk on tpe ground. You went through.it, and I was at the age that gpured‘mg,
'one o0ld maid soured-me. Teacher. And she would aiways,cigcle around if the

child is - you know, lay his head on the desk - something like that. See

vwhat's the matter. Then if they re asleep; she hit them on the head Qith a
ruler. She knocked me in the hegd and I had. a gash rlght,there ‘and that s why -
that's one thing that mdde me quit school. I was going to be in her room again‘
and Battenberg wa; superintendent th?n, and,I.Qent to Battenberg and told him,
'I'll have to go baék in old graae,'and I cén't g6 in her room. I was promoted
to another grade. but I said, "She's going to teach that grade.” I said,

"I can't go in her room." "6h " he said, "Go on. You c;n get aléng with heg."
I said, "No." I said, "I ain' t going to stay there " And there Qasitﬂo other
bbys fﬁat had tHe same notioh I was. ,They both left, so - Qe got up early next
morning 'fore daylight. We was crossing the river: before tﬁé sun come up.

We wadg tﬁe river and it was just about that deep. Evef} bugg& or Every Jfagon
that we'd ﬁear coming behind, well, we go in the Woods or.go in'hollow soﬁewhqre
and hide tﬁli they passéd, Then we'd go on. Wg?;glkea‘all the way from'Salina to
Vinita, on the old Jefferson yggﬁyay, Jou know where the old }efferson hiéhway
was? That's“ﬂhé ;oad‘we'took. ((lgﬁghter)) | |

(What kind of work did you do then up in Vinita?)-
X

Well, I went to work for lrvery barn, J D. Taylor and I worked for him about

4

five years, I guess.

WAS CARRYING THE. MAIL THE DAY GILSTRAP WAS KILLED

‘ﬁnd last year I worked for h%@ I was carrylng mail from Vinita to Sp¢v1naw, and

I was carrylng the mail when Wycllff boys killed Gilstrap. When I got the ma;l

that morning to go over to Spavinaw they told me they:says, "Learn what you can
‘ & ‘

about the killing. We go% a message thisg, morning theybyere killed. Everyone of
; i " . i .



