. or llghtnlng bolts.
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“symbolismé—like the thunderb}rd——?) : S - : :‘ L
Yeeh. In feet in Oklahoma /we're known—~the:Arapahoes/are'kﬁown
as . thefonly ones that has, this thunderbird symbolism. .Now thed
Hopis have’the thunderb?rd, but ours, the yihgs ere spread oug( ”?fV
1ike,that. It's in the Fourteenth Annual Repart of the Americahv

; Anthropology--(éﬁreaufof Ahericdn Ethnology). It alyays be in
blue. " That thunderbﬁrd—-blue. And the background has alWays

got f& be blue. The‘thunderbird‘is a rain bird, and it aIWays
have to be depicted with sky-blue. That's the Arapaho thhnderf
bird. But this Thunderbird Division (45th Division, Oklahoma
Netional Guard), that has a red background with yellow thuhder;
bird (referring to the division emblem) The shape of that bird:
is like that of the Hopi. 1It's w1ngs are down and it's got a
.collar. The Arapaho one dpesn't‘have no collar or nothing—-it's
just outrlght spread w1ngs w1th shaklng bolt 11ghtnrngs from

h1s nostrlls--I mean from his eyes Four.. Four thuinderbolts,

L

(Is -there any’ meanlng behlnd those. llghtnlng bolts?)

-

It means llfe action (or live-action) to the Arapaho. It means

?

" that .that bird. has a 11fe “power of ra1n and.life and all that.
R v - ‘ 1

(Is there a story behind that?) «

Well, only one story I heard when I was a boy and heard once or
* twice after that is that. the Arapahoes got the thunderbird from
some'mah during warfare, that because of some defeat that they
met, that he was,goihg to find a bullet that would have that
power--from the thunderbird. But how it was‘gone into, I don't
know that part, But they said when he shot that powered bullet ‘;

—-through the thunderbird's power—-that bullet's going to go !_

A
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