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/ she,/said, "Apd 7I wanted to xlearn a l l t h e i r ways*. So I found

could learn—my /mother couldn ' t t e l l me everything

fjrpji my/ own/self—what/I saw,/; she said",

she sa^id, "Whatever ji do, I was jj

•I had to try to

i willing helper."

times I/would be playing a|Long the r ive r with

see an old woman/braiding a lariat—these bu
V' ' 7 '

ffalig/ir-Ls and I 'd see

scopes. /And.vd leave^ my g/i35l ,friends and IT<J go over there ^nd t e l l
/ / 1/ ' . / . , / I • • 1 •

1 •

th
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t h i s old lady^—al3\ t he old l a d i e s were ^grandmbt'," she s a i d . And

thejiold men w,ere 'grandpas; / .They were j u s t oine~ big family—one
\ • • i ' •

big j body of pieople. "ind ^t*d jsay to \he r , 'Grajndma', can I help
' j ' / '"'7 I l-' ' i . . " ' . • • .

you? Are youir fingers ge t t ing t i r e d ? ' "Oh, yjes, yes!" Then she 'd '/ .
sho\f me; because she already knew." I guess everybody used to make

} ! / • . • i \ •
thos-e four-hrkid and s ix-bra id and eight-braid ( ropes) . 'She saidI ' ' ' l" ' \
she'd.braid e|.glhit strings (strands, Possibly rawhide). It \ould

5 j / / \make a stout She said, "I learned that way. She'd teach

me something I didn't know." And $he was always so gladi ""And

maybe I'd go an again when I help her get through with her r^pe.

I'd go on again. Maybe there was another old lady scraping hides.
| - t - • ' , ̂  f \\ •

And I'd leave my friends .again and say, 'Grandma, isn't '̂ our back

getting tired? Can I help you some way?k 'of, yes! Sû ip, :

tiredf! I'd suî e be glad, to have you help me! Stie'd be Is

to give me thaia horn that they scraped the hide wi

it tolme and there I'd start. Pretty soon I'd do
\ ' ' \ i
I • , * ' \ i

i t , aad then I 'd turn i t back. I learned t h a t ' l l

th.

And maybe

iind I ' d see

\

Another time," she- said, "We'd go along the river
•\ I - t ; -- ' \ '
ldlady working on willows." They used to; .straighten the\14

t^teir ieeth, and they'd look to see if they * re (ifrooked, and\ wl

and then they'd straighten*them*up again. She si±i\ "I did tlfat s
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