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. • JESS ROWLODGE, ARAPAHO

TRANSCRIPT OF INTiflVIiTrt 11-2-67
INTERVIEW BY JULIA A. JORDAN"

GENERAL SUBJr£T: RECENT ARAPAHO CLAIKS SiiTTLLKLNT; ARAPAHO HISTORY; L1FL HISTORY
MATERIAL ( . '

PARTICULAR TOPICS DISCUSSED:
RECENT CLAIM SETTLEMENT,'CONTROVERSY OVER IvANNLR OF 1;AYI î NTS
RECENT CLAD1 SETTLEMENT, REASON FOR ' . ^ ' ,
LIFE HISTORY MATERIAL
EARLY ARAPAHO HISTORYH
ATSINA-ARAPAHC RELATIONS
CHLYENNE-ARAPAHO LANG^GE SIMLAR1T1ES
EARLY ARAPAHO HISTORY, AFFILIATION WITH CHaYENNES . .
SHOSHONE-AEAPAHO RELAIIONS ~*t
JESS' SECOND WIFE (A .NORTHERN A R A P A H O ) : HER FilKlB HISTORY
NAT1QNA*/*CONGRESS OF AMXJRICAN IND1..NS
JESS' SECOND WIFE: LIFL HISTORY FATERlAi, 1NCL. HER DfcATH ANL) BURIAL
LIFE HISJORY MATERIAL; EDUCATION AND ,.ORK./.lTH nKTHROFOLOGlSTS
ARAPAHO PiLYQ.ISF: v

BACKGROUND OF INFO WANT: . •
Jess Rowlodge is between 82'and 8£ ye^rs old anc is a v.-ell-knov/n and

respected leader among the Arapahoes. He is fairly well educated ana articulate,,
and has travelled extensively on tribal*.busin,ess, having visited Washington, D. C.
a number of times.. He has been active in tribal politics for \Tany years and has
helped the Arapahoes in pressing their claims cases agains+ the government. IVever-
J.e-lecS, Jess is well-versed in the traditional culture of his tribe and .anxious
fofat least some parts of it to ,be preserved.. He is one of the two surviving
members of the StarHawk Society., one of the old-age-gradtd warrior "societies,
.•md has often expressed hope 'thctt this organization would be revived in modern , 3

tin.es. He is a peyotist, as well as a men.ber of the Baptist Church, and feels
that the peyote ceremony has given him soî e of his greatest personal fulfillment
as well as inspiration. Jfess-is no stranger to the role of teacher-infor;-ant in
codmunicat,ing'knowledge about Arapaho culture. He has known and worked with
such people -s ... L. Kroeber, James Kooney, Korris Smith, Sister Inez Hilger, and
Fred Eggan. Mr. Rowlodge wa\s born in 1884.

INTERVIEW SxTUnTlON: .
Interview took place in front room of Jess's small three-room house in •

Geary, Ck_ahc3x.. I had just beccre accuainted with Jess at the celebration at
Kedicine Lodge, Kansas"aur-ng October of the Preceding month, and we started
visitxng and talking about that. Conversation soon drifted to discussion of the
recent clair.s settlement of $15,000,000 which the nrapahoec anq-^Cheyennes have won.
This money is to compensate them for tribal.lands which were purchased at a very
16w price per,acre when the reservation was openea for settlement by whites. The
money has not been paid out yet, however. • '


