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" MRS, WAKON IRON RECALLS WEDDING CUSTOMS
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(\E m going to talk W1th Mrs. Wakon Iron, who is a fullblood

T

sage. Mgs Iron is going to tell us about the old Osage Wi ding
\ ,
cystoms and recall the marriage of her older sister when she w a child

of|\12 or 13,) "': : '\\ | -’

Ed

I rical¢ the year - that - my sister, my older 31ster, Mary Red Eagle

~ -

Big El&,- She\marrled Don Big Elk. In our Indlan - we call ‘them Indian

- Weddl g,*but<1t ‘was a .custom of our people,to marry thelr chlldren 1n

Indian way. That s the way they use to talk. And ah - I was a sma;l/

AN

girl a oﬁng girl, probably 13 years old or §§>/and shé was:a year or |

two oldqr than I when she married. Our people - seem like age didn't

-make too\mush difference. The Sooner they got married - ah - they liked

\ ~.(

it bette?k So it.was customary for-the,groomﬁé-ﬁéople,toAgome and ask

¢

for the hand of the girl of°their\\hoice& It was never the choice of
\

[N

the couple themselves n\gh - the young man in a lot oﬁ\cases - well .

\‘ \ i
~they,d1dn t ev&g - ah - even.-
N

ah - some - I use to hear them §ay\ they n v even saw theln brlde before

they never knew who they wé?e\mgrrylng AN

- their mafriage 'till the wedding pro dure Btar%e\\ So in thls case,'

they came and asked for my sister and ah - y parents talked-to my

grandpa;ents, who was llVlng, and they were ui{e happy\sbout 1t and

they gave their consent for them to marry. they come and camped in . -
. . . .

here, - on this reservation. My parents livediright heré,\where my husband

A N e
- . \\ ‘
and 1 have our home built. Thgy lived here ani -*ah - the grqpms\parents,

“rs. CQra Big tlk was his - Don's mothers name, camped up here bIoék<from
. - AN

4
933 \
here, ‘6n the corner across from the Wakon Iron *all. And - ah -1 ~

y . a N
. remember théy, brought food three times a day, for; number of days, and \\\

.



