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sink, but he'd come back up. So'they caught him‘iike,thatl He
N . N j .

\ .

run right- towards the river. They knew he would--to the creek or

whatéver it Was);'Boy, he dove in that water. He went under, %11

- ’

right, but‘this thing‘pulled him back{up, like a balloon o¥ raft ~
or lifeboat-~whatever~they were, you know. Itljustwprought him
Papk'to the top andééPéy caught him again.- And the; tgis man t§1ked .
to him. He told him, "Well, you're the one that you throw me in
there. You threw thqtaafterbirth’in the water." See, they're

nét suppgs;d tp fhrow it in”the water. They're suppb§eg*to ﬁang

it up in\theqtree, theAafterbirth. That's what Cheyennes beiieve. %/
They're supposed .to hang it up. But him,‘he went and throw %t in v
the water. They sa§ that thing grows again. Another person, grows,

but I don't think ip;s so, but it's fiction, I guess. F;ble, or
whatever you call it. Anyway; they caught him. And they wanted"

to kind of tame ﬁ}m, you know. He was kind of wild-like.” He couldn't
getlused to it. gut they let him go back in the water. And then
finaily he told them people, ﬂg?tmrtles‘and fisheé’and.all that,

thaﬁ he was going to g0 back,to his people. And 1ive something

like they lived. He wasn't going to live in the water any more,

So they told him he could go back to his people. And he aid.
And they always call him Higta) in Indian. It means '"ndvel".
Hé come from the afterbirth. ihat's all.. They say you're ;ot supposed
to burn that'(afterbi{th). wﬁateverjou do to the afte;birtg; the

ghild is going to mégt their death the same way. Like Ef you\burn~

it, or if you‘throw it in the water, he'll drown. You're supposed o
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to hang it in a tree. .That's aVCheyenne belief.

- (Birdie says”domething in Cheyenne--not a stotry.)

-

CHEYENNE. GSTOMS REIATING .10 AFTERBfRTH AND NAVEL CORD

Laura: And then thié’afterbirth, you know--they cﬁt it off'aﬁh

thene always be a little cord, 1like. And then it comes off after



