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don't care for the feather. But these water crows are rare birds and these white people

don't know it. And they just let them drop. So I was around the lake one day and a duck

hunter killed one of theai, 1 guess. He had him in his hana, and ,1 come to him and he said,

"You know this bird?" "Yes." I told him, "That's what we call water crow." "Well, I

didn't know what it was," They have coarse feathers like steel—just like a hair brush—

»just stiff. And it's got a little streak "across the tail feathers and wing. And tnis

white man says, I asked him, "rfhat you going LO do with it?" "Oh, I just shot him out

hero£ You want him?," I says, "Yeah!" And so he give it to" me. I was kinda glad to get

ahold of it. And there was a sub-agency there. I was employed at that sub-agency. And

I was there. At the tue, I was Indian police. And I coming along and some Indian—

they come over there to sub-agency for some business—couple of old Indians—'•some old—

came up there and they sa* me with that bird. And—ana one of tnea looked at it. Says,

" I ' l l ~i*e you ten dollars for the t a i l feathers." .Nell, I—want to .^eep them but he-

insisted. He said, "You" bet ter se l l me them feathers. I want thex. I* want them.- I ' l l

give you ten do l la r s . " So, ne just keep offerin • the ten do l l a r s to me, so i give them to

him. (Laughing) Didn't have i t a hour ana then I got r id of i t !

(.veil, coula you describe that bird, I me^n t e l l me wh .t these water crows look l ike?)

,-,ell. They're about the size of a pheasant. Did you ever see a pheasant? They just aoout

th.it pheasant s ize . But they 're clack, and they got a beak somet-iing l ike a—they not .-ot

a duck oeak, they've got a sharp beak. 3ut i t ' s kind* in a l i t t l e b i t . Ana they got a red

streak next to trie eye, coming this way. *na—and the featners—wir g feathers are kinda

long. . They longer than ordinary crow, nna they 're not as wide. Crow i s short and wiae.

These water crows are kinda pointed—pointed like a pheasant. *na *~he t a i l s must be about

eight (inches long, something lilte tha t . >\ell, I never noticed exactly what the feet look

like, out I have seen them dive. And tney cana ive twenty-five to a nundred yards under

water. And' I 've seen them dive. I 've seen one l i t in the water—aru hi t the water ano

went about three feet under the water dna water was c lear , and X could see him moving along-

iping under the water. Then he^ came out about, almost hundred ya^*ds from where I was standing

He come out of the water and flew and perched on a bank on a large rock-r-sit down.

(Wiere do tney live—I mean, what kind of QD untry do they l ive in?)


