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why we've made some tremendous progress here. in a short time, is in
y 2 ’
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Martin:\ Yeah,i—well, I think I‘might make this eveluation,zl've met".

Mr. Belvin on several occasions and he has:been here on time as a
« §
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United States Public Health representative and I believe that over and
t .
all’he s bgen trying to.do a good job ‘for the Choctaws. But I think

it s a .form of an organlzat on, it's a form of the peoples not really not

part of the:deveIOpment. I thin qhat's the reason why ppgpably the

Choctaws ﬁa%e not made the progress they need to. Now, going back a -

\

little bit here to what .we started talking about, I think one reason
.
my opinion, is the Feperal Governmenttéas been a lot moré respdasive

to our needs|here since begigping around 1960, when President Kennedy

j

came in and $tressed one of the things was education. So when he starqed
N | |
doing that a?d provided the meags of,%inancing we started méving then
‘ | {
\ ; | - \ /
toward getting our own s¢hool system set up here, a high-school.

BEFORE 1963, NECESSARY FOR MISSISSIPPI CHOCTAWS TO GO OUT OF STATE TO |

SCHOOL AFTER HIGH SCHOOL

ifiwae;iﬁad to gorﬁb'OklaﬁBméé-ChiIbEéﬁj’Seneca, Sequoyah,

As you.know prlor to 1963, that's when our high school was established."

All of dur kids beyond the.eighth and tenth grade, tenth grzﬂe; I believe
askell,

places like that to complete théir high_school;- But some of'us leaders

.

here, emphatically, pointed out that no American citizen should have to

. P
travel any distance to get education, whe? schools are elresﬁy available
here ie Mississippi, So I questioned to t\em whether heicoeld put us .
in public schoo} 0f~get us, buiid us a high sehool/ﬁere. So;; guess |

N H

that the alternative was, at that time, to show the truths, all Indian
: : /

\ ﬁigh schonls at that time. So, I don't think that made. the Choctaws
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