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recover. Willima Sankey told me the whole family was‘jyrprlsed when Junior - e

decided to dance. None ef the famlly had ever been in it before, though they had
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all been tq- Wyoming to attend and look on.

They had to learn everything--what to do, what to prov1de, what- were theilr,

duties and obligations. From the tlme Junlor made hlS vow .the famlly has been pre-
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-paring'for his participatlon The ‘Sankey family is a large and influential family

‘in the Barefoot community near<Canton Oklahoma, and, while not rich, seem to be
) -

fairly - affluent 1n comparison to other Indlans in thelr area. There are nine
. l\"
brothers and 31sters of. whach Warren G. Sankéy, Sr is the oldest and seems to functlon

as head of the family He is about L7 years old Their mother,'Madlline Sankey,
is liv1ng(and she also helped out in the Suh Dance preparations Madiline Sankey_
*is, however, the step-mother‘o£>Warren G. Sankey, Sr., and the next to‘ghe oldest
sibllng,,balv1n, but she is the real mother of the rest of the sibling group.

Shortly after Warren, Jr. made his vow, his father harren, Sr. went to his step-

mother and announced that the vow had been made and that he would need her help.

He.may have gone to each one of his brothers and sisters At any rate, a1l or most
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of them have helped out in the preparation in a number of ways .

Partlcipatlon 1n the Sun Dance 1nvolves a con31derable financial eipenditure

There -are a number of, occasions throughout the lntervening months between’ the time
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the vow is made and the Sun Dance when feasts and presents must be given to various °
\people such as the 81ngers and ceremonial leaders Almost every aspect of the .
Sun Dance 1n001ves the assembling of spec1allzed equlpment and some ceremonial acti-
Vity. T?gs,equipment\must be made'or purchased, and‘sometimeS'the materlals are
difficult‘to find. Each dancer must)supply his'own'costume and ceremonial regalia.
He must, among other‘things,.have_an eagle bone hhistle, an edgle wing fan, and a
pipe tb carry for his:grandfather. His dance costume and‘quilt‘must‘be made and he

mist have moccasing to wearj Duringfthe dance he must be provided with the right
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