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among the spectators.and§famllies of the dancers as they anticdpate the*successful
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:COmpletlon of the dance. ' . . . . . "
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ThlS year,the Sunday dance began about three o) clock in the afternoon. After\

‘the flrst l2 or so, songs, there were a number of breaks for glveaWays- The various *_
. '4 . _
.famllles of the dancePSLheld specials at whlch they gave away many thlngs--blankets,/

shawls, yard goods, etc.--in honor’of thelr relat1Ve who was danc1ng As the dance

w5 "'( e . N L \ v, e

resumed between,g%veaways, not all of the dancers part1c1pated at the same time.

.A number .of them sat or recllned in their places restlhg, and, presumubly, keeping '
. ) < |
.some strength in reserve for the flnal dance., I was told later that 1t vas manda-
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tory just to dance the first twelve songs and then dancers could/rest as needed
Los
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Apparently the grandfathers help ‘decide whether or not they must dance.

The speclals were.over late in the afternoon., As the sun drew near the Wlnd
River mountalns in the west, the Saored Pipe was carrled out of the lodge by

Josephlne White (see above) tThere were some more talks ‘and announcements made
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in Arapaho.. The afternoon had been hot and dusty and clouds were gathering. For‘
" a time it looked as if'a storm might biow up. By'sunset however, the clouds‘bef

gan to dis31pate and shafts of sunllght streamed down through them The back-

llghted mountalns, together w1th the patterns of clouds and shafts of sunllght —
Just above themz pronded a dramatic backdrop for the flnal portlon'of the ddQée..

As sodn as the Pipe had, béen taken -out, the’ announcer called for volunteers
to clear the brush away from‘the west s1de of the lodge The trees forming the‘wallé

vere removed and Laln eng to end in two stralght lines ?adlatlng'out from the west
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~§ide of “the Sun Dance lodge’ 1n V-formatlon, Qpening toward the settlng s&n. Spec-
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‘tators were not ﬁflowed to stand within the lines fqgmlng the V. Several people

had told us that the path must be clear between the dancers‘and.the sun--no camps,

no'people, or other obstacles. . -

The final song began just as the sun touched the mountains.  All the dancers,’
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