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‘took .place in Okl oma in 1902 ‘and 1903. The Arapahoes are still very strlct abdut
\

/sun,Dance and are closely watched at all times. They do noi leave the lodge ex-
. . "1 .
cept to go to the latrine durlng the ceremonial and then they go in pairs. One of

the dutles of the grandfather is to help hlS dancer endure t the end. I d1d not
. , . :
learn.in detail the thlngs that £0 on between a grandfather and h1s charge, but
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I wag told that the grandfathers encourage thelr,dancers, talk to them, and when ,
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he fasting requlre The dan:ers are not permitted to eat or drink during the ‘

the,dancers have reached the limit of their endurance, they have mediclne or

[

L 4

"power to help them over this cruc1al tlme. John, Pedro said the grandfathers
have a medicine whlch they blow on the dancer when' he is overheated and weak and

feels he can go no further. Thls med101ne feels cold to the dancer and has the

effect of reviving him and g;vlng him energy’to continue. Alonho Sankey told me
" a "good grandfather" meant everything\in the way a dancer could endure his ordeal.
A Vgood" grandfather apparently watcheslhis dancer closely,“and is & good 5udge of |

how much reserve he has and what condition Ke 1s in. He knows whe to talk to him

*

and how to encourage hlm to go on, and he may glve him some things to help hlm through
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the crltlcal stages. Everyone wants all the dancers to endure to’the end of the
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Sun Dance and not to drop out Durlng thls dance“the youngest da cer, a boy of

about l7 years, d1d collapse and have to be taken out of the lofge on Sunday
\and SO technlcallyi‘

afternoon. However he had already received hlS flnal\d%y s paint

he completed hls vow. *It may be that a grandfather’on Su%Qay, an 1cipat1ng

~y

is dancer s falntlng or cOllap31ng, may hUrry to get the final p idt on, so that
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the vow can be completed o ‘ R , o

The Closing Dance ) ' . .
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The conclusion of the Sun Dance and by far.tke most climbetic portion of

_ the whole ceremony is the final dance'which takestblace at sunset on Sunday, the
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let day. At this tlme the brush walls are torn aWay from'the west side of the

‘lodge and,all the participants dance facing the settlng sun. Feellng runs high\
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