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Background Information ‘

The Sun Dance is a traditional ceremonial observance, of the Arapsaho erbe
and has always been of central importance in the religious\and social lifé of
the peop}e. In former times the Sun Dance was the climax of a serios of coremonial
and social activities hold in mid-summer, the whole of which oontnibﬁted greatly
to tribal intééra@ion. The various bards of Arapahoes came‘toggther and camped °
in a large circle. Tor a period of several weeks\a*number of detivities were’
qarrled on, 1ocluding the annual dances and initiation ceremonie§ of the several
age-graded men's societies, tho purchasing and transferring and reneW1ng of
medicine bundles, the meet}ng together of the chiefs o;d subchiefs to discuss
matters affecting the whole‘tribe, and a host of purely social and recreational
activities such as dancing, feasting, gambling, horse and foot raciné, and
story'tellingi The enactment of the Sun Dance itself was oonsidered to benefit
and briné a- blessing upon the whole tribe, as well as individual participants.

George A Dorsey, an ethnologlst worklng\for the Fleld Columbian Museum of

!

Chicago, wltness the Sun Dances held in Oklahoma in L902 and 1903, and wrote'a_

lengthy monograph on this" ceremonial oomplete W1th photograpns and detalled‘des- -
crlptlonsaof varlou§ comgonent ceremooles. At that time the govegnment was exert-
ing oonsiderable pressure oh Indian tribeé to abandon.%pgir traditionai religious
observances, and he was o% the opinioo that the Sun Dance would disappear within
; feﬁ yearo. It is interesting to point out thao the Sun Dance continued fo be
jerformed in Okléhomo until 1940, ano in W;omihg to the present day.

| Dorsey's monograph Q;pvides a wealth:of subst;ntive oata which could be useo
as a baseline for a comparatlve study of the Arapaho Sun Dance a; different time
periods almost 70 years apart Such a study could not, of course, be made solely
on the basis of information gained on my trip and contoined in this report, fof
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my trip had the major objective of getting better acquainted with Oklahoma Arapa-



