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Arapaho family, .the Sankey family.  Work should now.be undertaken to develop a

«

suitable theoretical framework in terms of which'the problems of tribal identity

may be stated more precisely and some, at least, of the questions raised may
{
answered. Additional research and appropriate field work may be needed

At this point all that can be sald is that it is felt that many Oklahoma

N

Arapshoes do find a means of express1ng their 1dent1ty as Arapahoes through
thé Wyoming Sun Dance, some vicariously and some through' attending or actual
participation‘in it. The feeling of a conmon'heritage and ceremonial life shared
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by Oklahoma and Wyoming Arapahoes is strong. Oklahoma.Arapahoes, casting about -
' e \
for some visible symbol of Arapaho unidueness among other Indian tribes, point
to the Sacred Pipe--the most important tribal ceremonial object. This Pipe. is
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still kept in Wyoming and is greatl§ venerated by all Arapahoes. The intensity of

feeling connected”wiU3ﬁ§ﬁs Pipelind its ceremonies contributes greatly to what-

»

ever°group selidarity exists among members of the Arapaho tribe "All Arapahoes
cone under that Pipe," is 8 statement heard often in talklng to ‘Oklahoma Arapahoes.

Since the publlc exhlbltlon of thé Sacred P1pe bundle is a promlnant feature of

the Arapaho Sun Dance in w;%glng, attendance ‘at thlsvceremonlal glves Oklahoma

Arapahoes an 1mportant opportunlty to 1dent1fy w1th a tribal grouplng whose ex1stence
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as a dlscrete social entlty is most strongly symbolized by the Sacred Pipe .
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