situation among the Oklahoma Arapahoes. ' :

~  While noting.;he lack of distinctively Arapaho activities in the areas
where Oklahoma Arapahoes are conqgntrated I also heard a great deal sald about
the Wyomlng‘Arapaho Sun Dance, and'lea)ned that many Oklahoma Arapahoes attend
this cef%monlal\every summer. Most Oklahoma Arapahoes have attended at leart
one Sun Danee; Thoge who have never been to Wyomlng—-mostly younger‘persons and
persons without fin c;al me zpress hones of being able to go some day.
Indeed, many Oklahoma Arapahoes seem to be absemt from Oklahoma for long periods
in the moaths of Jn;y and Augug;;-months when the Arapeho Sun Dance and two
Arapsho tribal pow-wows are held on the Wind 3iner Reservation in Wyoming. ‘There
eeems to be no local pow-wow or‘ceremoniaii:with the possible ekception of th%'r
Barefoot Park Wow-wow held in la@e August-thich the majorit; of Oklahgme Arape- | '_
hoBs feel the need to attend. Rathef‘the distinctively Arapaho expressions of h
gfoup identity seem to oe locelized now in Wyoming, on the ‘Wind River Reserva-
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tion. Those Oklahoms Arapahoes who feel the need of reinforcing their identities
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'a& Arapahoes Journey to Wyomlng to partlcmpate 1n or attend the acti v1t1es sur-
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rounding ‘the Sun Dance. - The ceremonlal leaders of tn; wyomlng Arapahées are
accepted as actlng on behalf of all Arapahoes and are known and respected by most
Oklahoma A;apahoes.',0cca81on&lly these ceremonlalJlead{rs come to QOklahoma to |
perforn certain services for tne Arapahoee here.\ For exaﬁple in the spring of

1969 some of\these leade}s came to QOklahoma to perform a ceremon& at which all
Oklahoma Arapahoes)were invited to be peinted with' redrpaint (Indian paint). These
men were asked to perform this cefemony at that téme because an unusually large
number of Oklahoma Arapahoes had died during the preceding &ee;.

\\The questions raised above concerning the pfesent status of the Arapahoes

as a tribal gronﬁing in Oklahoma and the means of maintaining a separate tribal
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identity must remain unanswered for the present. The remainder of this report

is‘primarily descriptive of the Sun Dance ceremonial and attendant activities as .

’r

performed today, with special attention given to the participation of one Cklahoma
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