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., OLD TDME KIOWA RELIGION: VISION QUEST OR SEARCH-FQR SUPERNATURAL POWER

Ihey got - .that’/idea after tﬁe Indians weﬂe glven the reservatlon when the
A \
missionaries came--Cathollc m1ss1onar1es gave every Indlan 8 cross--chlld. '
I wore one. Everybody Every man, woman and Chlld wore a, Cross. The .Ca-

tholie missionaries, they-just pave the crosses out. And they.sald.thamHs

the crucifixion emblem for ble%s1ng And they Just thought the world of

'them. That's where they got the 1d€k that the god is on the crioss. They

mix that Bible story with their own Sun God story, together. Combine it.- .
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And then there were other ﬁowers or gifts, or maglc powers they worshlp

They call them med1c1ne ?hey posﬁ5ssed powers and get (to be) medlclne,
mari. They get their glfts f&om natuees Go out in the mountalns and pray

! /
four days and four nights, without eatlng, and drlnk water and pray. And
some sp1r1t talks to them and offer them--and they had many gifts at dlff-
erent times--animals. Animals and natures and blrds That(f:yhere you see

this peyote medicine man. You.see lot of Indians/that got feathers in thelr

heads. 'They claim to havé contact with that bird or animal. And they got

their gifts. That's the reason they carry th emblem--to show that they

belong to that bird's gift. For instance, you see a man wear a buneh of e
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: woodpecker feathers--yellow haﬁﬁérs\‘\\he'll have one .in his héf, or he has

bne tied to his hair. That' s\to\;ho;>that he possesses the yellowhammer's
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5wa what klnd of glft does thf yellowhammer give him? Well,

power--gift.

(form) and told him how to take
N
:-d they sald thls man,vhe had % glft £rom uhlssellowhammer-- ¢

the yellowh:dmer talks to them in a;spirit i(
this gift,

when cerfain oeop¥ nn the old daysrgo oW " and get wounded and infection

)

to come in--flieés or somethlng--lay

t

set in ard SO :tlmes the hot Qfeverﬁlan eveén not doctor enough cause worms

maggots. And thls med1c1ne man,

er--just the skin, It got the head

11 of it-- Says, when he doctors, he takes this-yellowh'a)mmer bird




