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. "Well Armstrong," I said (Armstrong is another namé for Saul Birdshead),

"Get a pasteboard,” I said. "And Z&o éet some earth.” So he went out and
Brought it. And T started. I start on the kids first. ’St/art, painting them. .
Armstrong and all of them, after I gat through praying. And ;:;;en I pick out
somebody to bless the food, you know. And‘ I told him, "All right, Armstromg," )
I said. "I want you to ble'ss#this food," I té:ld him. He said, | "Well, if |
you show me, I'll do it." "All right," I said. I tol;i him to get five pieces
of meat and put it in his hand and then go to that door and hoid. it up and
put it down | And then over there in that corner, and then come aroun‘d and
over here. Then right over here in the center and then that corﬁer and tha:c
cornler--fi‘4e places~--put it in there, Then we start eating., I £old him,
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"You have to eat with me,” I told him.' \So we all ate together. And they

gave me a blanket and a quilt and dress g%i One of that kind--basins--

and a coffeg pot a.nd/ a bowl and pqt and ten Qliars. And then they--weli,

these dishe‘s \they give me, I put tha:b food in %g\re. We brought it homf.
That's the W&Q\l‘ it is. N - )
' (Gee, t@ha./t's really {nterest‘i{;g.)

Yeah. That man o howed me that. ‘ \
(Did he tell youXow tow pray, too?) v \\

Yeah. He told me fifst_- what to \§ay. And then pray to the Iorc\l‘@p there.

That, you know. 'And they went back. And Verna May (Ha.milton)--last"l_’ha.nks- '
giving--you know her boy got killed. And she come after me. Well, we were

going to eat Thanksgiving. We was just about ready to eat dinner and she
. . & - ‘

came. She said, " &ome after you. I want you to cleanse us,"” she s‘;:aid.

Oh, then I went in and told Imogene. "Well, Mama,” she sé.id, 'You better
.ask the blessing for this food s6 the kidsy,could go on ahead and ea:b\ and you .
cotld go," she se.id..;éo then T went and ask the blessing for what she had

put out, you know. And then after that I went. :Pouis, he went with me ega.ln
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