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topi Dolls Spark Christmas
In NE Qklahoma Workshon

. . Vo R
By VELMA NIEBERDING  ,who is being impersonatéd by , china names and history.

MM Okla —Open the door
of Bil C r's workshop and
all the enchantment ot Chist-
mas 1s tnere

Erchuniment because Conner
and his orure famirly are cauzht
up 1 e charisnef of Indian
cultare " This year it 1s Hopi
hachina dolls

Conrer, wao lnes southvest
of M.ami, 1 Seneca-Quapiw-
Os.ze ond Choctas by nlooad it
e[ 'wif> his wlense’ wntefegd in

Cad tribal cu'tures,

THE DOLLS, small rep
resentations of hopt supernat-
ural beings, are made 1n so0
maf; designs that onlv a Ru.
@ht vl Hopt wavs ‘can  ade-
quate’s explamn them They ore
sy periectly  craited  that one

tre wuid-swept—iesas of
w4

briey, the’ Pueblo Indians,
partatla v the Hepr and Zum
tr.bes, nne rehgious ceremo-
hies in wnich masied men,
ca'ed kachinas, have an ik.por-
tans role

“\ Howm Indian,” Conncr ex-
lained. * a.ll tell vou that a
is a supernatural being

An-

>

imalines they just flew in from .

a man wearing a mask.. He also
will tell you that the kachinas
Ine on the San Francisco Peaks
near Flagstatf, Ariz, and on
other hegh mountains of that
region

DURING CERTAIN cere-
monial riteg the kachinas appear
to'the Indians as masked
Jdancers

The dolls are something else.
They are made and civen to
chyldren, not as plasthings but
as objects to, be treasured

Prior to the kachina ceremo-
‘mes, which incluce fiver major
events marking tre Hopu calen-
dar ‘seasuns. the fathets and
uncles of village children mane
kachina dolls for them

"BASI(‘AL\LY." stated Conner;

“they are pot 1d3ls to be wor-
stupped, not plavthings. but, ob-
jects for teaching the child Qus
portion of his culture anc\ l-
gion ™’ : :

The Hop: recognize over 200
kachinas, some good. some bad
Conner's cellection will incluie

" representatives of all known

ohes when he has fimshed. He

« [

It takes Conner three days tc
make a kachina doll. Like the
Hopis he prelers cottonwnod. ¥
dry root 18 cut and trimmed to
size, then shaped with a nnie
and rasp, rubbed with sardsione
to smooth 1t and then pgmed.
The carving 1s delicate and tra-
dittonally correct.

HOPI CHILDREN adn®
the kuchinas They substitvve
for our Santa Claus, bravain a
series of mits from December
(to July — thinus like dons,
sweets, bows and arrows and
frun

Conner shows Ms kachina
dull> svmewhat reluctanty be.
cause “people want to by them
" and they are not tor <ol¢

He added, "My art work is
based on art with a special

traiging and not for cemmerical
rrasons Indiars are wsiag their:

tribal arts I want lo keeg what
I can. understind it, and pass
it on to my children "

[
Conner’s wie, Glenaa, while

white, 1s “more Indian than
most Ind.ans™ accotding to her
proud hushand She 1s an expert
costume maker, knowledgeable
with beads and ribbon work, and
good with paints. . . -
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The five Conner children are

all outstanding *Indian d_;  ers
They are Deilah, Trev.. .
l{ssa and Dennis, at hom a;d
Cleetus, why s marred

The famuy spends much of
is vacation ime gn thepor
cireuit Conper presently :s' ‘ '1
piling a catalu s of Inc:gn u\ th
men actoss the United 1, .
.;\nd ~thq kachina dolls* *| vy
wil be given to pys dau.) i3
as famiy heirlooms, -
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