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tells of 'a time long \ago when he used to go up on Upper Spavinaw Creek
. tp the kbme jof Ben Smith when they had Indian meetings. In his day Ben
" Smith was the partiarch and mentor of his area’and did much to progress
people for better ¢ s. He was a very religious Indian and-a strong
b liever in ucating the younger people. Andrew’ tells that he will never
forget the g od food thely used to prepare at those meetings. He says they |
- hdd a dish called squirrel dumping that he still remembers as being the .
st he has ever eaten, Ben Smith's wife was also a full-blood and could
give the finest prayer he has ever heard. She was always known as Eljza |
Eskie. Ben had two brothers, Vann and Joe, Joe was a good man-anil lived |
a quite peaceful life, ~But brother Vann, he tells, was-as mean an {ndian | |
that ever went scalp hunting. At those meetings he tells that there were | |
two very old Indjans, Jim Brown and Hartin Raper, who came regularly. It \ 5
was never known if they were friends orienemies.  They never said ajword .
to ‘each other, but made quite a ceremony of \ahald.ng, hands yhen they: met
They they would go sit down opposite e other /and assume the attiiaiude |
of a couple of old mad tomeats, ;‘ S “ \
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Some time way in the past there was a shooting that took place up in* the \
hills northwest of Colcord. John Steeley was a good man, Says Andrew, .
" and his wife was a very pretty Indian woman. Another Indian; Tom Grider, - !
was getting over dn the wrong side of the 'No, No! line by becoming 1 '
friendly with John's wife. One day, it is told, Tom'was going thrupﬁhe
woods and without preliminaries, John stepped from behind a tree
shot Tom dead. Quite a trial ensued, and John was sent to the pen fo
99 years. In some:manner John was freed after serving two years, and he
came back t0 the hills and put in a store up c¢lose to Bull Hollow. After
a year or 80, Johnclosed the store and left the country. It was rumored
» that Grider!'s frie had not forgotten the killing.

Sorrov in other wa y has hit Colcord country. Sometime aboit 1910 some of
the Buchanan family\were on their way from the Colcord country to f’ryor.
traveling by wagon.| It had rained and flooded some of the €reeks., As they
came to Dry Creek several miles west and north of Colcord the creek was up
and the pariy waited a long time until the creek went down some. .Thinking
it safe to cross the|ford therdrove off into the water. The water was still
swift and swept the yagon away. Of the Joe Buchanan family, a daughter,

Bychanan Ballard, and her mother were drowned. They were brought back
Fn:heir home about e miles west of Colcord and buried iy the Buchanan
amily cemetery,
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Andrev remembers as a\young fellow going to the mill on Flint Creek., The
11 was originally called the Hildebrand Mill and later was owned by Joseph
Back and sons, Tom Bepk ran the mill, and Rex Beck operated the store
over west across the creek. Abput 1898 a flood came down Flint Creek amd .
vaghed part of the mill away, but it was rebuilt and the equipment repaired.
tells that the ariginal burrs in the mill were made in France. The old
is still standing the equipment is still operative. The mill building
is probably one of the very few that is three stories high. By its age, service, .
and history it could be |considered for hisfoorn.cal preservu don,
/ .
I-"or \soma five miles east| of Colcord stretches Beck Prairio. The Becks were
perh ps the largest family in-that part of the country at one time. Many of
that\family are Buried the Beck Prairie Cemetery, and others rest in the
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