
Wilson Haynie, -ll-

In the Cow^ta country there "was. a popular! meeting .place in the old days
tip on the Verdigris sliver a t 'Ole "Man' .Chpschuee's place. As near_ as •
can*be determined this meeting grdund was]just north of what is how
known as the Ox Bow of the Verdigijis, and I was probably the Chiaha Meeting
Ground as i t was known in l d t e r ydars. '" , N *'

' ' . " ' ' * • , • -

Indian medicine men," use of medicinal p lants , roots, and herbs, and
Indian physicatry were part of the way of• l i f e in the long ago in
Wilson's home' country. Most of th is ac t iv i ty has passed on in the • &,
fast movement of time and circumstances. The Hed .-took, was' one of
the most important of plants to the Creeks of lort^ ago, which they-
called fAh-w6o-de-dah'. I t was used in Indian -nedicine and in certain
purifying ri tuals1 . Wilson t e l l s that there u,3ed to be a'nfce patch of
lled Hoot down by the* r iver , but some people from 'up north' came and
got i t . a l l . He does not s ee , i t anymore.

" /
In southwest of-Coweta he, shows a t r ac t of ,land- that was his "aunts
allotment, but is now owjied by some white guy from Tulsa-. I t has been
le t grow up in brush and weeds.. At one time i t was a beautiful place
with nice home ancLwedl' kept f i e ld s . _ 'Now the lower 'end of th. farm is
a swamp, wnich Wilson says wi l l 'drown a f rog ' .

Just south of Coweta the Cfe- k Nation maintained a school for colored
children in-Indian t e r r i t o r y days. This nice two-room school has been
gone for many years, -and the qhiltiren are seat -to schools at. Brok'en
Arrow and Coweta. .. ^ ' ' '

' As cfne drives^thru ta is small part of the .did Creek- Nation, there is •
l i t t l e visable evidence that t-his \,as once <a country .of good homes
and farms, populated, by Indians. Much of this country now appe-rs
abandoned €o the'weeds and brush, but jealously o*ned and posted by
white men.
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