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Coweta of faaner County, VOklahoma, was a ndme bro.ght from Alqvama,
wheve one of the 'towns' there By thal name was most important in" -
the old country. -“Wilson " says that to nis knowledge there is no
-transiation of the word 'kometa', other than it means 'a principal
town' . - ' - .
wilson's maternal gr.nifather was William Berryhill, William came - .
with the removal of the Creeks from Alabama. He uas one of those '
mentioned in Wright's account of %the removal in 1836. It must have
happened, but the civilized mind of the Indian ¢of 1970 just cannot

.. believe it, for it is'stated that "1),,609 Creeks were chained and

handcuffed, forcably.removed, most of them walking overland under
military guard to Indian Terrltory. Hundreds died on the way., = =~
Shortly after arrival at Ft, Gibson, Indian Territory, 3,500 died
"from exposure ani fevers." (The year was 1837). But these
immigrants to Indian Territory survived and became a great people,
Had the United States Government honored their Treaty of 1866, only

. the. imagination co.1ld tell how far and what progress this people

would have accomplished. In that Treaty the Jovernment wrote down
on a document "United States will take the western, half of tne Creek
Nation lands, and the eastern half to be FOL.VEL SET APA4T AS A HOME
for the Creek Nation", How the\whltemans' Uriited ©tates.zver got

this far the Indian cannot expluin. William Berryhill was only one
of thousands of Indians who_ endured the Trail of Tears and all the
attendant suffering at the hands of the whites, who turned his back
on those bitter memories and offered his life in the whitemans Civil
War, Wilson tells that his grandfather was sent as a scout by his
regiment during the Civil »ar up into the Catoosa-Ouwassa co mtry to
get information on the enemy. He traveled up the Verdigris and
located the enemy. On h;s way back, sémewhere around Tulsa, the
enemy ot after him. EHe’ rode his horse in a dead rum down the river
a long ways, finally loosing his persuers. He hid in the’ woods . |
*He told that he was so tired that he just leaned up against his horse.
and slept standing up. ‘hen it got daylight he‘and his horse w re .
rested enough that they went on back to Ft..Gibson.: Amono his papers,
~1ikson has records of the Creek’ Llchtnorseme% the Inxlan pollce of
oarly tzmes. .

) .
.ilson reCLeved nis edacation in the Indian country schools of the Coweta

area and also went to° Haskell Institute where he gradaated in 1918, Mrs.

Haynie has the distinction of be: gy in the last graduatin: class of
Cafllle Iqstltute in Pennslyvania an: the only Creek Indian of her class.

He tells that hls oreat~rrand-thcr, Chustumgeex1 was i Coweta MNekkoy- or

Town Chief, ‘when the Creeks hnré'livinz in Alabana,

fORmulgee'has been the rain ureek Nation Capltal as remember=d by most

" had & whipring opst whlch was used as the occasions required.

Indians., It is related that the first Creek Capital was at Spring Hlll
some 15 miles southeast of Okmulgee, but was only in existence a short

_ while. At one time the Creek Nation maintained 4 Court.ouse at Coweta,

¥n re rights ani wrongs wer~ separated. The Courthouse at Coweta also
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