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- In November of 1686‘815 Jim end his’ followers were fcrc1bly removed fror

the Kickapoo Reservation where thgy had been living for ten years. Theipslouses
were burned and their improvements vere destioyed. The winter of 1866-87 vas thus.
s hard ‘winter, as these Shdwnees had to live' in moke-shift houses énd under gondi-
+ions .,of hardship. The goveriment had agreed to provi e the Indians with canves ,
for mgkirng tents, but- the cankfs did not arrive urtil the following May. - y

The Dawes Severalﬁy Act was pt.< sed in 1837 by Congress, as the first step
in- breaking up” Indian Reservaylon ‘1:fe in Indian Territory. The Dares Act provzded‘
that lands belenging to cprta:n»gnd an tribes shculd be allotved in 8everclty. [ !
Another important ccngressional act rassed this same year provided for the creatlon'
‘of a-government commips¥on to treat Jirectly with the Indians for the purchase of
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Jerome Commissicn. Soon the Sherokee Coumﬁ.51on tegan negotiatidn with the Shawnee
and Potawatomie tribes for purchase of théeir surplus tribal lands after irdividual

merbers were given allotments. ,

Durlng this time the two Absentce ShaVnPe groups, the Big JJm and the white
. Purkey bands, xema1n9d divided on the isSue of allotment.” Big Jim and Ser. warrior .
were adanant egainst, allotment. They did not want to breuk:up the rgserv:ition or é\“

ive up apy portlon of their adit‘ouai ways. ”beg refised to give ocut the names
of their people fot the preparxtlon ‘0¥ allotment rolis, and were uncocperitive in
every way possibl Between Nevelber 61 1886 and 1869 the Big Jim band wes living
amcng the White Turheys cn the scutu §1de of the North Cinadian. By 1859 they had.
puilt cemfortable lpg houses #ad hau” sridl fields and growing crchards. it as
allotrient Jrew near, Big Jim wuved with his people i the sand hills in the western
part of the reservation. Hls idea v s tha the white people would not care for
this land asd that here, amory the t. u@xuacxs sard hills his pqpple ccwldd live
88" tbey p&eased . , ~ .
S . : ’ ,

Howaver allotment priceded anyuny‘ The White Turkey group, or Progressives,’
accepted their &llotuents. Althcayd B'é Jir gould not peruii officdalds tc ccue
and prepare a list of .allottees. for! uls uzcup Thomas ledcat flford mansged to ‘
get a list througn 2 young worien wh: kaet all the peécple.in Big Jim's$ grcip. The
allr.'zents were thus made in spite vfathe mpasition. . ‘/

. Im-ihis alloticnt each head 03 & “wiiily vecteived .ifQ ucres of agricvl.urel
iand or double that of grazing land. Each chuld vnder 1¥ *ece*vaq,uo acres of
agricultursl lénd or &0 acres ~f grrz;n" ond. Mrrried women-©did nob recd.ve-sllot-

~gests unless they demanded it. The: they ¢ot halt o waw. Would have geny to' the
.huskasd as head of the famlﬁy. o :
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Big Jim ard hic fellowa. s res ~*ed 0 tife Last.) Trocomas vilara* AL »d worker..

)
will ?he allotting crews as axmen, fl.geh, 2nd the c¢hairaman. Taaq he tcrame a
- full s surveyor. He reported that ‘Bi LIz -t hils pecple pulled the aor. »r staxes
‘as fast as he pus ther dowg. - . - R ~
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- ‘-uanges were ccming swifily ¢

. tals regicn «f jrdian Tervatery. In apvil of
1889 tke UnaSsigned lands just wes: 2 ihe ‘Sna\ﬂea 1a¢ Fotad:iomie Reserv. tina wer:
cpenet to Hnite sctilement. Thais WLS/ ke lirst 31 the “Wlahowd land runs: ’Cn
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Jute I3 1nu ?6 the Cheyckee Ccumiss, . n ~t
Shevrees fcr-allotting land tg eaca Tamily ar
Cpen ke *urpius td white settlement. Tne Ind:
shares £S5 the purchase price n"*he* surplus U
Potawatdmias vere allotoeithere wer Qggéx acre
settlement 5y run on’ Septester 22, '09;. AlL t
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sgreeaents {row the Potawatcnieo and
& then -eding the tribal jlancs and
ans were paid money in percapita
anss. Af‘er all the Showneces anG
£ left. "This was opened Lo wr.
his land btecame part of Ok.ahomu
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