The Absentce Shawuoes in Oklahcmn
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) The Shawnees whe eventuaily becamé known as'the Absentees were thus composed

of thawvrnees who had been lzving in Texas, Arkansas, and Indien Territory Guring the
first half of the 19th ceatury. Meanwhile, the main 'body of the Shawnees were back

in the United States, though prcbably groups and individual famili®s drifted down

to live witk the southera groups from time to tiwe, The Shawnees who had tormerly |
stayed at Cape Girardeau,Missouri moved to a reseivation in Kansas in 1825. 1In 1831 ’
the Ohio Shawnees had also been moved to the Mnshs reservation. Thus most of the
Shawnees were living in Kanses while the groups which -ater becane Absentees vere -

living in Tegns and Indxan Territory. , .
. 1n 1854 thae Xansas Shawnees entered iuto a treaty with the United States.

The signers of the treaty for the Shawnees were the prinei chiefs, Joseph Parks

and Bleck Hoof, and delegates George Mcbougal, Longtail, George Hluejecket;

Graham Rosers, Black Bob and Heary Blue Jacket. By this treaty the Shawnees ceded

their Xauszs reservation to the United Ststes. They were to be paid.$829,000 which

wa3 to be paid out over a pericd of verrs. They kapt a reserve tract of 200,000

acres {their originel reservacion had consisted cf 1,600,000 acres)), which was to

be allcoted to individual Shawvnees. Each Shawnde would get 200 acres. A‘te“ thece

Kacsas Shwnees were ailotted there wduld still be 24,132 acres left. This Qand

was to be zllotted to {he "nbsent Snawnges i? they came to Kansas within five

yaers afber the treaty was ratified. A Mils vime sone of these "Absent Shawness® .

wera, as We have geen, 1iving cn the Brazos reservation ‘it Texas. Others were.

prob bAJ LiVlng in the Creek hation. These "Abgsent Shawrees" were never notified

or.tyis treaty and did not receive their allotments or ccllect their money payments.

The naune, "bsentee' Shawnees™ comes frow this treaty in which they were refsrred

to as "the Abtsent Shawnces.” Eventuallg Lhe Farsas Shawnees caxe, to Oklshe.a a, tco,

- vhea the Civil War was cver zad wiite settlers clamored fov the lands in Xnadss

These. Shawnees, known ac the Binck Bcy Band,.settled among the Cherokees noar White.

0ak, aear Jinita in ncrtheac:e;.,h¢qpcwu, They are now knewn as the Cherclee "

.Shavzees.  Arnother group of Shavaecs whe had been living wi 1oh & groun of Senecas

eve.tusiy qett¢c in axtroze northeastern \xla&o.a;nkar rresent Miami. These

Shavnees are a0W ‘Xnoyn a8 tne zd. **V7 S?wwufes. : o '

AN .
The "Abscnt Shawnees ' who had _toen living in Teuns and CkYahoma befoic the .
Civil War moved north to Kiasas and liel in the vicinity.of Blaq} Bobls Band, with

the Kansas Shawnect during the war. 'le Shawnee chiief of. thé group liviag among
tae Creelts uas Jiu Squire (Fay- lcwies-tha). Mcost of the Qhawnce young ren fought
for th2 Uhorn, enddstig n Compeuny 1, 14tk XKansas Tavalmw  Tne Okichoda Shawnees .

left to 8O =0 Kansas in 1561  Uacause they €idn't want to get invelved in thy Civil
War d*“%rtly COnfeder e recruiting cfficers were sceuling around trying to get
the Inliags o enlist in the Confderate army. After the wur, in 2867 or 1868,
"the C'-ans:; Shawnees moved back to wheire they had been ber'ore the var.

Be ore a@y 1Pft'kansas, in 18n7, vhes, Shawased made 2 treaty with the United
States. ”he oh&UQﬁ& chief who s12Zned ‘was Jchn White. 1n thrs treaty the /hsentees
were to ncvé to Irdian Territory and selact fer themselves any laad hiot appointed
Yo another tribe. When they got t7 Indian Territcry these Shawpees selectcd land
&hlcb the grvernmeat had purchesea from th2-Semincles for the purpcse of settling
smaller trires. Hewaver this treaty ~1 1767 wrs not ratified. Thus there were no
recosds showify thet- the Shannees had. ccevpled ,hese lands. Lager the government
gaqe this L X to.the sotasaiiaes whor oy weoted cut of Kansss. The Potawatcmies
. meved Cowp Srom Kanses a.. © und the ?hwgu,cs iivipg there in .ard the gove vnpent
zk$“Q{x;n ‘her, Ther, Ye s 3 iot oF oaisternecs cauépd by :this nistakes und a lot
of ¢ .Werxv. £Y was | lare belcoo tre ,oaft“ Lon ¥as resclvza 1ad the Shaws :es
alteved (o . -en toalr lands ofrlolaildy. . '
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