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HISTORY OF TH& ABSFNTEE qHMI‘JEES . o . .
L ' .
The hlstory cf the Absentee déivision of the Shawnee tribe jcan be traced
back to the years just fcllowing the Revol lutionary wﬁ? wpen various groups and -
bands of Shawnees ‘began to ieave their Ohic homeland and drift scuth and vest.
The Revolutionsry War was important in ihe history of the Shawn#es and nary other
Indian tribes because 1¢ signified the cstablishment .of a new Lat;cn, tue United
States, with a policy of westward. expansicn &nd the taking over of Indian lands..
Before the Revolution, the British government had cbecked the expanslon o. whive
gettlements into the Ohio River regicn and the region now contained in the states
of Kentucky and Tennessee. But after the war the Americaa were free to ei:dand as
they pleased and they began to pour into the western territouries eearchinc for new
homes. 41l the Indian tribes, inclvding tha Shawnees, realized that their lands
vere endangered. The white men were zoing to cut down the furests, drive puwgy the
game¢, and build houses and towns all up end dwn thé rich river valleys. Tae Inéien
way of life in this area was doomed. But.cevertheleys the Indiau- did not give up
their homeland without o fierce struggle. 4 number of bloocdy wars were fcught; but
finally~the cembinéd Indian tribes were dei~aled by eneral Anthony Wayne. _ At the
resuliing peace treaty of Grennvxl*e i YY95. nine Shawness cigned, includgzg the
fan:wa (hief Bluejacket. - ) : : /) ! '

Scme of-the S13v1res hal sireasy .roved away Trom “his helsye Waynd's victory.
But -in 1792 a large nuaber =f Stiawnees ag.epiect .tue /invitation of the Sparash
;cverﬁdént t.e sett)le near present Cape Zirvardenu, Misscuri. This land wac on the
ves:- side of tie Mississipri River, and thus “utsyz; the territery of tae new United
tates. After the treaty of Greenvill: many ¢ hef Ohiv Shawnees moved here. At
this %ine tae yovernment cf Spain was parsuing & poiiey of -sevtling emiz grent Xndian
’teres from the Ynited States cn its owa :worthern and ezsiern borders. Tre purpese

of tiis was to prevent 1a4 éxpansiin Ui tob Anericeas ‘nlo Spanisa territc -y, Another

“reason was to enlist the aid of thes. Indiagus rgainst the nostile Plains lidians,
vho citen raided the Sotllemerts in-i¢xis ard-Lovisiana. Arcund 180C some of the »
-Shevnees hegan 1o leave the Cape %Lire d2aw.arsn ind move tewarcd Tesas. Lr er they
weré joir. by other Shaurees th cang Wobt o T2¢as with the . consarvative western
Cherokees,‘via avkensas: . - , .
’ . . ' ’ N 7 ~
Arou.d ‘BOoyand shortiy thesaty +2 Spain was eager Lo nave tribe. & oh ae

the Shawnees; Xiclkupios, Ueiaveve., .ud-orees, amd . 3ugra b, setile on the acrth
Texas berder .alcng the Red piv-r. .fo-2 Ghowlees may have veacted Teriggernly in’
the 7300's. A fairly large rous 2. Show.22: went, Lo Lexes with the {gﬁ ril (aere-
kees in 1817, hase [Lerziees hadl  conw'loving ..o the ¥hite Kiver “n whet s nuy

-

the state of JArlansne. With €0 -0 wer; 5o Shavures, Dewavires, K. kapeoot, und
greups {rem other cacte.n triveg’ e Yo Lc lrader, chief Fowles, was alro-the
leader of all these affilited trive T'w large gocup € Indinne unider (aief

Bowi s movead ©o Texas i all7. Sccn bharp was 3una\n of rdh . villages -.a the
Trinity, Kecues, Angelina and Sabine Rivare roeasvein Tegas. o uvhis rep.on these
afrilinted Indiaps served én a ouffer noto. on tne Toxas settlers ang

of the Plains. Wren Me !l obtained her Lufor rlen"e frow voein in
tir.ed ‘he g;‘,se»z of ue*tlxag fr_ah.ly Jeva.. tribes nuore the
the Sfawnees o*z:inall ceryy ©' Texat oy vern.saics of the gevernment ¢of Spaiu, but

al) she coa-
ordprs faus
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th°y rorazaed oy permissicn oF the govoarieneht of Mevico, and iater, by vernission oY

the Reputlic cf Texas.

the 1212 YIndians
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