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His father, Henry -toss, rpent much time in Che/rokce Nation p o l i t i c s , end
for/several years was a senator and a representative to the Cherokee-'Nation
Capitol. Henry .toss also _served as Supreme Judge of t.ie Cherokee Nation1

one t ime. Among other offices, Henry -.toss also served os Treasurer and
andled what Joe cal ls "scrippets", payments from the government and others

/ joe recalls that aVery year his father always had to have a littlyb patch.of/
'•corn, mostly "just to have something growing.

When this4country was s t i l l Indian Terr i tory, Joe t e l l s tlv-t' an /Indian could s
claim and farm or graze' a l l Lmd one-quarter of a mile each direction f
his shome. 'The land could# not be sold, but, thV improvements to the pronerjty
could be disposed of. Zx'eept for the fenced and 'cultiv t^d l:-!/ids the Inrjian
Nation was open an-( free range and c-.ttle," horses • r.J ho'-s roamed : t ^ l l
V.hen u frr.ily' ' .'ntc-.l to build r hoji:e^ n-3i.libQ.fF ' :</.l.i c TS for a' 'lo.;
and a house ould be built in ono lay. ac •"•'-y-- tines ;;"•'•& ' r e a lo t
than they are now. There -re just too n.any people in t...is country r*ow
there seems to no \ay of getting r i * of nost of then. He thinks they
going to over-populate and pollute/themselves out of existence.

He recalls in the olden times 'men \bhey had camp meetings on-Saline
Spring .liver and Snake Creek, as well as along 3-rmi .liver; " 4"t

custom before a jueeV-ng for peonle tp send or- bring corn : ;n; hay to bfe>
stored for the comin" event, A corn crib vas provided ?t the ncet in3 x . ' ^
grounds and the contributions alvays f i l l ed i t so that •the horses ;:ere
always taken care of. The camp meetings i-iere^ o: G'OI thu' main events in-
the l i fe of the Indian: people of th t lon^ -go, an-J the maetin.-s would,
sometimes l a s t several days. ' , * ' /
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•As .well--as h,e remembers, he says that John Price.had one of the f i r s t stores
• in the Markham Prai r ie country. *H was located about three miles-north" of
\ where Locust Grove is nov;.' aLat'er Joe^ Brya-n put in a store jus t south of. . ,
" Salins Creek near the -liver. . it-was in ?this. s to te ' that the Pecan Post office
was established to gj.veHjthe people, of that area their f i r s t local mail service ,
regarding the Price Store, he says i t was .there a long' t ine "before' he was
bprn in 1881. Another prominent Indian of those early 'days, 3o;-gy Sandors,
operated a store east of Locust.jiove at t^e^edge of xtowe Prair ie*

He recalls one time when a small boy he= was riding with his fa'ther on a wagon
ôn their way to. the Price/ Store . They met a man walkin~ an'i' -jave him a r i d e .
The man said he was goirfg to the store to get ;iis arrow. This seemed most
unusual to Joe, un t i l they got ' to the s to re , .and the nan was going to pick
up a copy of the "A.1 row" Newspaper, ,ne of the early day papers printed^in,.
the Cherokee"Nation. • . *

In Joe 's early, l i f e he reca l l s when bacon rinds served r.ore "'UPposes than
making 'crackl in ' bread. He t e l l s that a s t r i p of greasy rind made good .
lubricant for wagon wheels, and was used on other farm equipment. Thin
str ips could be stuck in a clay bot t le an.! used for a 'night l i g h t . A piece' .
of sa l ty bacon rind was also good treatment for bug b i t e s . In the old days
Joe says families always had a 'su-^r bucket1 . Tids .wooden bucket was a
container for crystalized molasses. . t

Joe -toss also attended the Cherokee Male Seminary. He t e l l s that both the
C.M.S. and the C.F.S. were fine buildings and a l l the woodwork was'put
together with .<ooden pegs. As a young boy ,at the Seminary, he s t i l l remembe'-r
that most of the older men of th-.t-day wore handle bar mustaches, and they w^ro
a fierce looking l o t . ' .' . / ' «


