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claim and
his ‘home.

could be disposed of. ixeept for the &e“cﬂd end ‘cultiv ted lapds the Inds
Nation was open ani free ronge 2nd c.ttle, horses nl 'o"s roamed -4 i1l

one time. Among other offices, Henry-idoss also served os Treazurer and
andled what Joe calls "scrlpnets“, payments from the covernment

Joe recalls that gvery year nis fal ther always had to have a litt Le patch.of
“co{n, mostly “just to have something Jrowing. '
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His father, Henry .oss, cpent much time in Chafokoe dation nolltlc , ond
several years uas a senator and a represeniztive to the Cherokee -Hution

Henry .doss also.ﬁerved as Supreme Judze of t.ie Cherokee Nation:

nd others

farm or graze 4ll l:nd one-gquarter of 2 ﬁlle oach “l*ectlbn from
The land could not be sold, but tl 1mo¢ovem>nts to the property

“hen u f?mily":ntcn to huild o hoose, n2i nbacs © :Li e for a 'lo; rpicing!

and & house
than they are now. Ihers “re juct too rnany mecrle in t.is country noi
there scems to no ".ay of setting rig of riost of them. He thinks they
going to over-ropulate and pdllute themselves »ut of ekisténce.

He recalls in the olden times 'iren ‘they had c¢amp meetings on- DulWQe or

suld be built in one fay. no ouye bimes in & "re 2 lov o

Soring -iver a2nd Snake Creek, os well as alone Grand .iver. +t "I3s /a

custom before a meeting for eonle tp send or bring corn sai hay to be

Stored for the comin~ event. A covh crib was -rovided >t bthe moeting . -
grounds and the contributions always filled it so that-the horses were

always taken care of, The camp meetings were z.e’of thy main events in.

the life of the Indiam people of th t lonz .30, oni the meetinrs would

some tires

1ast several days. e e /
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'4s well as he remembers, he sayspthat John Price_had one of %he firs% stores
in the Markhap Prairie country. 1t was located about three miles.north of

. where Locust Grove is now. .Later Joel Bryan put in a store just south of

s a

" Salire Creek near the Aver, It~was id fhis, store ‘that the Pecan Post office
was established to gjivew -the peOple.of that area their first local mall service.
degarding the Price Store, he says it was there a long tire before he was -

born in 1881, Another prominent Indian of those early days, So-gy Sanders,
ooerated 2 store east of Locust.Ziove at b‘qrea~e of Jdowe Prairie. \

»

He recalls one time wien 2 small boy he was rid ag wi uh his ;fther on a wageon
on their way to. the Pricg Store. They met a man walkins ant jave him a ride,
The man said he was goift to the store %o get nis arrow. Thls seemed most
unusual to Joe, until ¢ ney got’ to the store, and the man was zoinz to »ick '
up a copy of the "A row" Newspaper, me of nh: ehrlv duy apers printed in,.

the Cherokee “Na tion.
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In Joe's early. life he recalls vhen bacon rinds servel rore urvoses than
making 'cracklin'! bread, He tells that a strip of greasy rind made good

lubrlcant for wagon wheels, and was used on other farm equipment. Thln

strlps could be stuck in a clay bottle an! used for a'nizht light. A piece’
of salty bacon rind was also good treatrment for bus bites. In ithe old days

Joe says families always had a'sufér bucket!. Tuis .wooden bucket vas a

container for crystallzed molasses.
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Joe obs also attended the Cheroxee Male Seminary. He tells tlat both the

C.MS. and the C.F.S. were fine buildings and all the woecdwork was put

together with .ooden pegs. As a young boy at the Seminary, he still remembd
that rost of the older men of th.t day wore handle bar mustaches, and they w

a fierce looking lot. N -/ —
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