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Informant-: ,' Hulsi^King, 83-year-old" ful l blood .Creek Indian,
Hi t ich i ta , Kclntosh County, Okla.
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.Subject: Grave'Cr§fek Indian Community." - .

The very old mooting grounds, ihe Indian Church, tne semi-circle of ' .
community buildings is, the hub of the Cresk Indians of th is old part of
the Creek Nation. About a .mile to the east, i s tho l i t t l e town of
Hit ichi ta , once an Indian vi l lage , but now' completely taken over by
whites. • .
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The Christian religious l i fe of the Creeks is very important to . the i r - *
way, and on the> day of th i s v i s i t s jme f i f ty Indians' were making'
preparations for a revival and bible school. Perhaps tho oldest of
this Indian community is Hulsie King, who has lived in this comunity -
a l l of his 83 years . we was found s i t t ing on a bench in the shade of
the l i t t l e church building which s'tands in the center of the neeting
grounds. * His working days past , he was enjoy'n^ the ac t iv i ty of the
younger people as they bu i l t brush arbors, prepared food, and nade
other arrange ents for the forthcoming events. As \:e talk about their
church, he told that the f i r s t chorch ;:cs a l i t t l e log building located
about a hundred yards south of the present building. Liter amth- r •
church building \as' bu i l t and -.v-as used for rrany years, but burned down.
The present church building was constructed a l i t t l e farther .no.'th in1

the center of the. old meeting grounds. With pride Mr, King points to the
corner stone of the i r church which has the inscript ion: , G;&V£ C.ii£EK
I B M C 10^7 19U5. The, in te res t £nd s p i r i t of this Indian Baptist
Missionary Church is equal to any to be found else-where.

Mr. King reflects on his early years and t e l l s .'that he was educated at
the schools at Hit ichi ta , Eufaula E oarding School and Chilocco Indian
School. Typical of the Indian he has a deep love of the woods and streams,
and in his rroductive f years, he was a. farmer.

The history of this community reveals sor:e innortant events in the Creek
Nation. Sjme two miles north of the l i t t l e town of Hit ichita is a

woodland h i l l country. In th is area . as located the f i r s t capitol or
council grounds of the Creek Nation after the removal of the t r ibe to
Indian Terr i tory. This place was known, as "High oprin-", probably_ because
of the big s r r in - that was located on the wooded h i l l , rrobably tne early-
Indian vil lage of Hitichita v.as one oi" the very early settlements of these
Indians. The name of the village '..as broj.:::.t from tn i r old country, and
i t was \he name of one of the seven r>rinci- al urejk -*"tion t . ns in the

~~- •̂ ••.-î sfc-- -—-"• -• : -vs ^ ' "• * " e P r e 3 e n t t - ' ; n of Counci l H i l l a few
bi les eastr-of tadt olli lace was named ;or the Creek Meeting around. He
"Ubes say tha^^the Ci*eek Nation established and bui l t their present Capitol
at Oknulgee in the 1870s, although "he sea* of their jovernne'nt ^ac set up
tnere in the 1860s . He t e l l s th. t he -.cs a big boy -.hen he made his f i r s t
t r i p with his parents to the Creek Nation Capitol, and Lt .as on that t r i p
that he got his f i r s t oai r of shoes.
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