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) Informant: Miss drace Lane, 85~yedr-o Delaware,

. Claremore, dovers County, leahoma
Subject: Indiads of the Upper Ver gris river Valley.

At the south-rn edse of the old Jelaware Nation of western Nowata Lounty
and the northern edge of .ogers County, Miss Lane was born and ;.ew up.

At various times she has lived at Alluwe, Chélsea, and Claromore In

her autumn years she enjoys reliving the evgnts of the past and rec:lliny
the many p:ople she has known! ]

Of her oarly recollsctlvns were the btimes wuen ,xv'uelgu re2 Indi ns wouli

go to Alluwe, -the unoificial cepltal of the Delavare Iniinn ¥: tlon, to

receive sovernment puywenis., Sae rerzroesy socint tine patriarch of tho

Delawares, Chief Charles Jouzneycake one. of the most loved Indi .ns of

.his time. early day Alluwe was only a trading post run by the Campbells.

and a few houses scattered about. After receiviiy their government oaywcnts 3
 many of the Indians <journeyed on to Nosata for hotel accomodations znd to

do their t;adlng. She recalls.wh:t.long journeys they were by horse and

bu-sy and by team and wagon on dirt roads that wound thru the hill and

river bottom wilderness and across tne lonesome prairies.

Much of her early life was spent in the Oowala district of northern sogers
County where many Delawares and Cherokees lived, and it is of this area

" that she speaks of frequently. She attended school at Alluwe, Chelsea,
Oowala, and graduated from the Cherbkce female “eminary with the class of
1903. Miss Lane has een a school teacher, welfare and ied Cross horker,
and workad ab several county and city jobs in her country.

The Delaware Indian of to 1ay are few in numb:r and widely scattered. Yet
there was a tlme when the Delaware were one of the lacgest and most gowerful
Indian tribes in Vg;th Amerjica, Hlstory records that early in the 1600sthe
Dutch explorers sailed up the Hudson ujver and found these Indiansoccupying
all of tHe Delaware Tiver Vallgy, Their hunting grounds embracei all of what
is ndw .the states of New York, Pennslyvanla ard New Jersey. Their long axd
bitter history started when the white merfeet foot on the eastern seaboard.
From a great Nation, they are now reduced to a pltlful few. _ne of the greatest
blow¢§§£§ Delawares suffered in loosing their lands was at the hands of Penn-
slyvania officials in 1737 in the infamous 'Jalking Freaty", dand in the years

to follcw similar’ treaties relped cowwl te the whitemans!' goals.
*Throughout tne’ Verdlvrls aiver Valley runsing thru Nowata and aogess Counties,

¥iss Lane has known most of the lndian families in her time, both Jelawares

and Cherokees, as well as sore shawnees. Speiking at random as events of old
and the names of people dome tO her, she tells that the Musgrove family of
togers County was one of the early settlers and very promlnent The family
originally settled up on Caney diver in the ‘northwestern’ corner of the County,
and later some of them moved into tre Claremore district., The Musgrove family
tree is interesting: William A, iuszroyé and .obert Jogers both came to Indian
Territory with the removal of the Cherokees from the east in 1839. B>th men
settled on farms a fewy miles north of westville in Adair County.‘ apbert JLoge.
was killed about 18Ll, leaving a young widow with two chlldren N W A Musvxove
married- dogers! widow. One of the childrén was Clem rogers, the father of
Will dogers (Oklahoma's favorite Son.) Descendents of the half brothers,
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