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down ani tire lumber used in the bpilding of the laple Baptist Church by
the Cemetery. A few of the old timers still living in the area recall
when they went to Maple Courthouse for the various government payments.
Also some remember wnen there was a post office at laple Courthouse and
0l1d man Sutton was the postmaster,"

Perhaps on a dark rainy night ons mitht owme=wishi see.. and hear the ghosts

of many Indians, stage coach tr&velers anid wagon freights not [.r south-
ecet of the 1little villa~e of Akin. In old days there was the villase of

Sweetown on the main dirt road from Muskogee to r't. Smith. Few people

now living remember seeins of hearing about the place, but it did exist

at one time, and important to the settlement of this little uilderuess.,

Ab suettoun buoes s Ul e stop, O trad n: -ost, and a little log scrool.

along toe old stage coach llne there verﬂ ‘many other svyJe’sEopsxin the
early duv" be81des {.aple and Sueetown. Althou-h rothing remains aow to mark -
those other nearby places, some of them were Camp Creek, Childepg otation,
Buffington >tetion, Sanders rost uffice, buckskin 5tation, Drake otand,
Thompson Stand, and Foreman Staotion. all of these plrces relate to Imdtan_
families of early Indian Territory. o
In the settlement of Skin Bayou country some of thoce fnilies vho [i1 ured
prominently were the Faulkners, :dams, Suttons, .woss, 3lairs, Barretts, Zunters,
Duncan, Ballingér, licD niel, etc. wdot ble of them w=z. David raulkner, 1 1
owner, farmer und businescman, and 3t one time assistant rrincipal Cuicf of
the Charokee Nation. Of course, of thut aread was sequoyah, perhcos tie most
noted of all Cherokees.
) Yoo
Yrs. deal tells that Secuoyah operated 2 salt works up north of his home.
Ncar Se-uwoyah's home was a trading post, probably known as the Gunter Post,
where he Jdid much of his trading during his time in that area.
Azain in talking about Maple Courthouse, she says that the place was named °
from the little grove of maple trees that grew there. Frobatly in o2zrly
timas the plece was called Maple Springs. “The. first traling rost established
Wore nas operated by Samuel Martin, who nas also the first postmaster.
‘The last murd.r trial at kaple Courthouse' of tist of Spade ounshine for the ,
kllllnh of Creek Culley, a Creek Indian. The trial judse szt thai tine wis
so Mo Littlejohn. Sunshine wes found :uilty and nanged.,  ounsh'ne's story
»izht be typical of events ol that lony ago time.  lhe Ureek lndian Culley
lived near 4 ~lace called Janns, and was xnoun as a doctor and fortune teller.
oome man had lost 3 horse and he went to the fortune teller. Cu¥ley told hinm
trat nis sdotnsayer powers pointed to one, ounshine. Sunshine/nearl svoub
the accuration, and weat to find Julley, wh reupon he ended his fortunstelling,

T

Jae yzar was 1EC€, and when convicéed, ..a .ut in the National Jail -t Tahlenasi.”

fe did not liks wt there and escsed and “ent heme. o short while liter he

r i to Tahlzaquah on his ovn free will anl w.s hangsd, Perhovs peopls of
tris Twentieth Cc”udrv would fine it hsrd Lo telieve th-t ren of Ln t charwcter
A1 live nd o-:in the Zettleorent of vhet is now Okl-homa,
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seattored amons the hills and clzsrings nilizr's .ddge-country, nearby
Ltkins,y docson ond Toerle, oad other ¢ re-2 sreriny sinsle zraves, old
.
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Fe-ily coneterice, ond jurial -lsces lon: onandoned .ni fors ot*n LLHLC
i7a vt ozile rraves of 3lackfox, sev. Joha Thomas Duncin, . .eddy Taylor,
-2 "he many 1iftle farily burial places in L b p ri| 00 the county, « few are
oxve caalkner, Jeorie Faulner, Jivid woss, Jarvin, Leslie, Jowning, >cabolt,
:le:tz:ui, 21LC . : o~
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