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down ani the lumber used in the bgilding of the Maple Baptist Church by
the Cemetery. A few of the old timers s t i l l l iving in the area reca l l
when they went to Maple Courthouse for the various government payments.
Also some remember when there was a post office at Maple Courthouse and
Old man button was the postmaster."

Perhaps on a dark rainy night one might onu mi-gteb see., and hear the ghosts
of many Indians, stage coach travelers and wagon freights nob f.,r south-
west of the l i t t l e vi l lage of Akin. In old days there was the vi l lage of
Sweetown on the main d i r t road from Muskogee to r ' t . Smith. Few people
now living remember seeing o|P hearing about the place, but i t did exis t
at one time, and important to the settlement of this l i t t l e wilderness,
At 5\,^zty<:i t i ^ re \ >3 2t , ;e s top, r trad :i; -ost, and a l i t t l e log scr.ool.

. • i

Along tae old stage coach line there werpTnany other stage stops in the
early days t>esides Laple and S:;eetown. Although nothing remains now to mark •
those other nearby places, some of them were Camp Creek, Childers station,
Buffington ^tstion, Sanders rost uffice, buckskin btation, Drake itand,
Thompson Stand, and Foreman Station. All of these plrces relate to~In3ian—^_
families of early Indian Territory. ""'

In the settlement of Skin Bayou country sortie of thoce families m o fi ured
prominently were the Faulkners, Adams, buttons, .ioss, 31airs, Barretts, .Ganters,
Duncan, Ballinger, McD niel, etc. ifot ble of them v;.̂  David Faulkner, ri land-
owner, farmer and businessman, and at one tine assistant Principal Chief of
the Charpkee Nation. Of course, of that area was Sequoyah, perhaps tue most
noted of all Cherokees .

\- >
Mrs. Neal t e l l s that £3 eq no yah operated a s a l t works up north of his h<pme.
Near 3e-uoyah's home was a trading post, probably known as the Gunter Post;,
where he did much of his trading during his time in that area.

Again in talking about Maple Courthouse, she says that the place was named %

from the l i t t l e grove of maple trees that grew the re . Probably in ja r ly
times the piece was called Maple Springs. The-first .trading post established
i5rfe:'e v.as operated by Samuel Martin, who was also the f i r s t postmaster.
The las t murdjr t r i a l at haple' Courthouse* ©1 t i n t cf Spade oonshine for the A
kill ing of Creek Culley, a Creek Indian. The t r i a l judge =-t th-.t tin:e w-is
.N . K, Li t t le john. Sunshine was found guilty and hanged.' oansh'ne's story
.iii~ht be typical, of events of tha t long ago time, The Creek Indian Culley
liv-d ne.'ir a - l i ce called Ganns, and was known as a doctor and fortune, t e l l e r .

• Some man had los t 3 horse and he vent to th^1 fortune t e l l e r . Cutley told him
that his soothsayer powers pointed to one, bjnshine. Sunshine 'heari ,soout
the Jcc^;ation, and went to find Pulley, •"wrv re upon he ended his fortune t e l l i n g .
Tne year WJS 16^8, and when convicted, ..* ..ut in the Nation.il J a i l >-«t TahleTiasTi
r:° "did not l ike i t there and esci^ei .and ; ent hc~ie. J. short while l? te r he
r;5t^rned to Tahlequah on his a-.n free wi l l -\n:t v.,s hangedo Perhaps people of
tr.ic Vv'sritieth cent'Ji'y vould f in ; i t h^rd to t_-lieve th- t ren 0: In t
.i'i live \nd b~-;±n the Kettl?"ient of v-hst io nov

o c i t t ; r j i ir.ong the h i l l s .md clearings of Millar 's -ddge-country, n«-.wrby
-.tki"ij, ri.r.son .nd '.• ; r l e , vnd oth^r clor-e re-c -.re-'Tjiny single- graves,* old
i'~:.ly c?r.eteri^b, j"id burial -l:-ces lo.ng oandoned ;nd forgotten.
J.T* *h- s i : - l e .•r-r/'is of Slackfox, .tev. John Hurras
-. ""he Many l i i t l e fs.rily bur ia l places in i '.it r r t

:l
-ailknr-r, George Faulkner, iJ-ivid -oss , darvin,

-3-cbt. -oi. e t c .

n, .. i;i *>Qd'ly Taylor.
6T tiie county, a few are
•eslie, Downing, ^eabolt,


