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June 6, 1970 \ : . /
Tndex side B, recording time 18 min.; interview iime two hours., /‘ '
Informant: Flossie Blair Neal, 56-year-old Cherokee, ! //
Miller's uidge, Sequoyah Gounty, Ukla, ';
Subjéét: Sequoyah Home country. ( /
w .
¥rs. Neal was born and raised in the northeast section of Secuoyah County, N

and -has spent nearly all of life in this arez. She is very prond of her
ancestry. Her great grandfather, George Blair, came to tne Indian
Territory on the Toail of Tears and first settled in the Flint Pistrict.
George Blair's home was in the southvestern ccraer of North CZrolina, and
he vas driven at gun point from his home, leaving every possegéion there
to a people who came from foreizn lands, sapposedlyﬂ%ring civilization,
love, harmony, and peace with them. By their force of numbers and design,
they did not further any brotherly love across the world. |

. , ,
To the long line of descendants, Jeorge Blair was a partiarch of his people
tefore he came to Indian Territory to st.rt life anew., le anld his children
did start all over and did prosper in a.new land. The Blair family did not
stay in Flint vigtrict very long. After it uas learned thrt Sequoyah had
died on his mission into lexico, George Blair tought the home and farm
from Sequoyah's widow. ©oven in that days of the 1f8LJs George Elair left
untouched Sequoyah's log cabin, more as a monument to a famous &and resrected.
Indian, The Blair family home .as built only a short distance from the
Secuoyah home, where the elder Blair's #ived out their lives. They are ;
buried in the little Blair Cemetery that is just cutside the present .all .
fenced area of the Sequoyah Home Stzte Park. HNaturally Frs. Neal has a .

sincere and loving attzchment to her hgz% area., ©°hg also tells that George

"Blair's first wife died on the Trail of” Tears, and he took a younger sister
of his first wife as his second marrizge.. B
A-ong 3equoyah County's many historic places is one just south of Mrs, Neal's
home. “Unfortunately, the location ani history of the Territorial day court
house of the Sequoyah (orizinally vhe Skin Zayou) Jistrict is not well known.

This courthouse was generally known 1s the Maple Courthouse. In tne coursé of
our visit ruws. weal wrote out tnis brief story of tne lMaple uistrict Courthousc.:
"ibout 1887, we moved to a place (her Jamily moved there) just south of what ic
now aple Cemetary. 4t that t'me ihe old Sejuoyah vis- ict Courthouse stood on
a little hill across tne creek and souzh of the cemetery. It was a two-story ::2 «
building. illiam Fi_ler, an Indian, Fad his dwelling znd a store just south of
t.e Courthouse. He is also referred to as, "Creek Miller". Twice a y-=r the
Indicns would me.t cn tierprairie ea%t of ‘the C urthoise and nave a shooting
contest with bows 2.3 arrows., They would snh.ot into corn stalks sume two
hunired jyareés istant. The one who shot nearest the center of tne corn staik
target would recaive 4« .rize., This price w.ould be 3 pide of Beef, a colt,

a calf, or perhaps a sadile. I.sides beinz a place for holilinz court, tie
Courthouse also served as a2 vublic meet nr lace and even as’a school house.
In the laie ;=crs of the Cherokee Nation the courthouse w7s also used as an

041 Fellows Lodze hall., with the advent-of statehood tne buildinz - as“torn
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