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He tells that the Dalton brothers were friends of Mis fathers before they
tecame outlaws;, He says the boys probably turned outlaw beciusé the |
government owed them $1500 and would not pay, so they robbed a bank, drawing
no lines abouf the: money as long as- they got their $1500, From them on
‘they were at orrosite sides with the law and their long road of holdups

and robberies made early Oklahoma history. Hfe says that his father tad ‘
visited with -Emmett 'Dalton at his home before the gano turned against

the government and society in ~eneral.

Of the earlJ day pursonalities that he rpcalls w2s one known as Plstol Pete.
Pete worked as a cowboy on the wide prairies eastygf Dewey .in the early. days.
bometlme in the 19309 Joseph and his father went visit Pete., .He wag dbout:
95 years old then but very spry for his age an d had never worn-eye' gl#fses.
Asked if 'he was still good at fast draw with his gud) he demonstrated that
he was. Earlier, Pete had been workine cattle, in ‘the Blue'Mourd country
and had been set upon by a mountain Lion. He was cut badly but managed to
kill the animal and make his way to the ranch house, but he nearly bled to
death. Another of early day cowmen that he knew was olla Goodnight,, who
was an old man in the 1930s, and Joseph tells of visitinz him at his home
in Guthreie.

Joseph tells of an eccount related bv his father,,about a Yamily of Indians
who had béen harmed and harrassed by a group known as the Campo brothers.
On learning that the mother and father had suffered at the hands of the
whitemen, one of the Indian*boys took up their trail, when the boy had.
returned home he told that he had found and killed all five of the men,

Jo<eph has visited the land in Kansas where once his people lived and
prospered. In that Tonounox1e area of Xansas, it seems-ironic that
historical markers and- plaques have bedn erected telling that this was
once the home of some Delaware Indiang., hhat is not told is how and why
they were driven-from thaeir Kansas ldnds. ' He says that his aged Aunt
Julia Hall was one of those driven from her home there, -
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Many changes have come to tho Delaware peowle caused by the white man.
Even their ancestorial tribe name.. In the beginning “he Delawares called
themselves "Leni-lenape", mg2nihg "men bf our nation". At one time‘a
little settlement of Delawares were located on California Creek inh.Nowata
and a village was stirted when the railroad came thru which was called
"Le-NA-pe", ‘btut the - Whltej@n aven chaqred that pronouncztion and now is
called "Len-a-PAH"., Also on the railroad line some five miles distant,
-another village sprang up/khICh was called "Delaware, Both towns are -
+still in éxistante, tut fegw if any Indians can be found ,there. In the
progress of time, Len;nah is now n 1rly completely occupied by Negros..
Joseph recalls when he was a boy that the Délawares used to have their
tribal business.mee 1'g= in the old Pionear Hotel in Dewey, and if veather
permittéd they met at what is now the fair grounds. For their stomp.dances,
caremonisls, and r1tu313 their reeting ground was near Caney diver west of
Post Oak, Joceph recalls attendinrg those meetings when a toy, =ni looked
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forward {@- the tables pEled high wlth fried, bread homlnj, b01led dried corn, -

and harbequed m@at o



