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Informant: _ . Joseph Lovers, 70-year-old Delaware, )

Dewej, Oklahoma
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Subject: - Delaware Indians of north nashington Couanty
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In the.great movement of Indians in the nwnete p&h century the Dnlavares
»vere not spared., Here to nortnern~“ash;nwt®1¢came Chief Colonel Jackson
“and Jeorge Fslleaf with their 1lit*1e %and of some 260 lelawares), h"Vng
been driven from their last, of many, place of refuge ir Xinsas. They .
se*ttled alone the Caney alJQr, Cotton Creen, HO”SbOOt““ b“o~v, 2nd in .
that aeneral aréa. of what is a7w iiashington County morth of surtlesvills.
There wers no trading rosts in those arly 1°60s in Indian Tercitory of
their area, and they still had %o o Yack into Xansas for théir necessities®
Here thase Delawares, of woshinston County, z272in settled a wilderness land,
made hores, clearad land f‘or farming, ard were well on froir nay to tsconing
again a peorle of contributinn 4o their race. But, as in the history of
most Indian tribes, in the 'hiecovery' of ‘the New .orld rty the Znrlish,
Euroceans beginrinz in the fifteanth Cepturj.evhﬁ Indiunc of North america
have never since $xcaped the pl"“= hrodrbt by thé fore1~ners, sven mbo this -
day The end off any permanancy of lands, hores, ond their-own p fion forsver
ended when Oklahiyma was Po rred a7 2 "fate. '

-
/ -
¥

2

Today therc is nb Lzlaware féserv°tlnn, and the remaining members of the tril

are widely scatZered thri “ashiagton, Nowata, Craic, and vNlawars oointies.”

Th.re is saddness in Joseph nogers! eres as he reflect: -on then,long series of

events that huve reduced the dreat Selayars dation from a mos<rpomergal neo~le .

to the present handful of‘surén"o:*i'.
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. Joserh Zogers vas torn n:ar what is now Dewej Okluﬁhna, ani has spent allof

his life in this area. .lhen uewer stidted oF « town Joseph attended its

-

¢

first school. “rom that 2crly ray he has crun many of the events in the ~routh o

of the qonmunltv 3s well as the chanres *Fat nave affecre? nic -~ennle., Leovey
uas born amid the 0il toom of =arly days. Joceph recalls that one of its »arly
men-was Ton Mix, who later h-came fardls a= a western movie star, In the oil
_boom days, Tom Mix wa= the Town Marshall ani dealt with 211 kinds of the. rouvh
“element of sodiety - urdeﬂ%rs, vodtleg £eTS robbers, etc., Joseph remerb-rs
he always carried a poarl handled “1stol Yany t:mes Tom ¥ix was a overnizht
.guest at his féhily s home, as Mix and his father verz close friends, OJf the

* kind of lawmen of that early day, Joserh tells that one night Tom Mix went up
on the balcony of the second f1l or.of the %own's hotel to stor a fight. One

£ the men came at hir-with a vig knife and Mix sides* aﬂvoi hir and let hinm

fall over the bhalcony ”3111n6 ¢ In memory of uewey's famous citizen the'town
has tuilt tre Tom Mix uuseun, <hich hLouses wany of the man's % longings aqd
momantos and artifacts of early day Jewey.
Joseph,'says, that he has wvisions of 'some thinzs that are to harren. He tells
that one iaj he was laying on a cnt alter he care home from morv and looked

up above tHe d.or and there was a huge lestter ‘with the name T3 JI{ in zlitterin-

print, He.cglled to his mother and sister to' comk see, but they 4id rot see.
*But in a few minutes his nisce came in' apd handed hlw a letder from his brother
which, told that Tom flx hhd been killed in a car wreck,
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