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Informant: ,. . Joseph' Rogers, 79-year-old; Delaware, t j
Dewey, Oklahoma ;

Subject: • Delaware Indians of north Washington Coanty

In the. great movement of Indians in the nineteenth century the Pclawares
• were not spared, Here to northern 'Ntashington<.came Chief Colonel Jackson
'and George Fslleaf v i th the i r 15 + + \cr band of some 260 Delawares1, having
been driven from the i r l a s t , o_f many, place of refuge in Kansas, They
set t led alon? the Caney .viver, Cotton Creel:, "Hog'shooter 'Creek > nnd in
that general areasof what is now Washington County north of ^ui ' t lesville,.
There were no trading rosts in those -ar.ly l°60s in Indian Terri tory of
the'ir area, and t h e y ' s t i l l had to g-o j?ack .into Kansas for the i r necessit ies^
Here these Delawares, of'..'nshin-ton Co mty, --^ain set t led a wilderness land,
made homes, cl^-red .land for farming, ard '-'ere vei l on f i ^ r way to becoming
again a people of contribution to the i r race. But, as in the Mstor v of
most Indian tr ibes j in the 'discovery' of -the New • -oriel by the -n r l i sh ,
Europeans beginning in the fifte^'nt^> century,« the Indium/of North America
haVe "never since -sfxeaped the plague'brought, by the foreigners^.?ven, unto this
day. The end of/any permanaficv of lands, hor^s, ?-nd . their 'own n- £ion for? /or
ended when Oklahoma was forced a;? 2. c t a t e . , ' '.

Hfoday there is rib Delaware reservation, and the. remaining members"of the t r i^g
are widely scattered thru Washington, Novata, Crair , and i-'6^^:are c o m t i e s . ' '
Th.re is saddness in Joseph riogeraj eyes as he reflects .-on the^nlongs series of
events that- h'ivji reduced thQ great" Delays re Na'tion from a most poverfal people .

' to the present (Handful of. sur-rivors . .

Q Joseph .iogers <r?s born n_-ar what is now Dewey, Oklahoma, and his spent al l \>f
'his l i f e in this area. .'hen bowey started 1.7 1. +ov:n Joseph attended ;t.<$
f i r s t school, "rom that early ,iay he ha* c^-.a nany of the event? in the growth /
of the c^o-omunity as well as the chanres t v a t nave affeco^ hir. people. i-cv;ey
was born amid'the o i l boom of early da^s, Joseph recalls that one of i t s .pa r ly
men was Ton Mix, who l a t e r -̂*rame f and as a r a western movie s t a r . In$the o i l
boom days, Tom Mix v.-â  the Town Marshall ani dealt with a l l kinds of the-rough
element of so<iiet\' - Murderers, boptlegg^rs, robbers, etc." Joseph rememb -rs
he always carried a .pearl-handled p i s t o l . Many times Tom Mix was a overnight
guest a t his family's hone, as Mix and,his father vcre close fr iends. Of the

• kind of lawmen of tha t early day, Joseph t e l l s that one ninht Tom Mix went up ,
on the balcony of the second fl or^of the town's hotel- to stop a f ight . One

" of the r.en came at hir.-with a oig knife and Mix sidesVir^-ed' h i r and l e t hi.-n
fa l l over the balcony r a i l i ng .{ In npmory of Jewey's "ffsndus ci t izen the'town
has bui l t fro 'Ton Mix Museum, \'hich houses many of the roan's b >longings and
mc-jnentos and ar t i fac ts of e?r,ly day Oewey.

Joseph,^says/that he has visions of sone things that are to harren. He t e l l s
that one ^ay he was laying on a cot after he care ho^e from work, ?nd looked
up above the cV.or and there was a huge l e t t e r with the name TOM. MIX in gli t ter:re-
p r i n t . He 1 called to his .mother and s i s t e r to 'conresee, but they did rot, see .

* 3ut in a few minutes his niece came in'apd handed him"a letfeer from his brother
which, told that Tom Mix hhd been ki l led in a car wreck. - .


