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To the best of her knowleMe .at one time there was an Indian family" that
.lived .on".the 'creek that runs -by her,home, and,the Hogshooter Greek was
named .for this family* She does not remember*"where the family l've'd or *
anything about them, • pv wfiat became of them,, although her fathe'Shad T'
mentioned/them when she was a child. _ '

At stfme time in'the e^rly days of the Indian 'Territory, -Mrs, Kedman relates
that on a high.bluff -hot farm froifi her. home, the early Indians of that area
had a meeting ground. There, they held their stomp, dances, ceremonials, ' "'

1 t r ibal r i tuals , and-other activities of-Indian community l i f e . v —
• • • • , • • x ':•••'. V ' . ' » . . . - •

Most of Washington and'Nowata Counties , is^prairie country, and'perhaps has
changed l i t t l e from the olden dayss She .remembers hearing her grandfather
talk-about hunt ing»buffalo and antelope on. that prairie when she''..as a
l i t t l e g i r l . Hunting, parties in: her grandfath-.r's day-went tb the Caney

"Kiveij bottoms to get deer and wild turkey. Her-father had .related ,to her
h<5w plentiful a l l rkinds of' wild game as in his day. top used to be -gone
for-a' week at a. ti,me_,during the season when fur bearing animals were taken,,
and she recalls he would.'load'up a pack horse with furs and take them to"

••"Kansas to. s.ell or" trade. Seen no more are the great flocks, of grouse
'. and waterfowl that came into-.the prairies when* her father was- a young man.

Abdut- four miles to the east of hjr home is.th^ old abandoned -Adair'School.
...That school was najned for a family.of' Cherokees that were in the country

Iqng ago-. She remembers the fami-ly, but they h ,ve long since left thMt
"f lonely prairie country^- After ^st^teho ,d other schools canie ere built in

that region-wera Steel,rs "Camp, Oglesby, Hillsdale, and Blue Mound.* All of "
, them-are gone" now,' and only the old timers remember them.. " ' , - 1 / ;•

^ To understand t l efrealon for the location of Indian ^settlements in the'early
'days, one would-also have" to be somewhat familiar with the country. _, In the
case of the Delawa'res of vth .̂s region." i t woul^ seem they.made settlement in

. three or four different places. One band ma'.e theiir homes'in "the northern
. part of Washington and Nowata'Counties along ̂ Cotton ^reek and* the k i t t l e

Caijsy Hiver, another jband h^d long b.en in. the Verdigris >iiver country-or
eastern Nowata*CpJnty, and-a small band' VJS alo'ng'Hogshooter Creek,., -The"

- Delatares. were-primarily wobdland IrtQians and preferred a iogation^ntar* v

1 s-trearrs\of water. ..• in the 'early days t h a t \ i d e dbepanse of "barren prairie ,
V-thaî  stretched some 18-miles .fron\ Hog'shooter (?re.ek- to* the Verdigris ;iiver -; •
. >:as not a place for Irtd.ian villages, _n3 was used' only^ for .hunting grounds. •.

there" we.t-e any r^corjni-ed »ni nr.ainta'ned roads in the Hd'gshobter
, counfry,\-Che,̂ & is evidence th'it'.fche Indians'" traveled 'i-. and out of ' their
"area'over regular t r a i l s . ' Eroded places ŝ em to bear out this, fact, that
over long p. riods of use -in oarly days, the Indians had a road system o f .
£ h i OWJI-.'/ . ' < " . . . ' . < -, / • •

Even in this 'day and age. .there are a, few -peoplj'who >eem to de'lil;ht ah "
dipping Ipto old Indian,, graven .'•. I t would ^em that tho'se of another'race
hold no respect for the Indian de'ad. Most sach grave diggen$, or grave robt
hold * belief thot t'hey will find treasures in Indian jewelry^ gold and silver
coins, and other'artiiacts1 of great tfalue., Stories of, finding anything in. a\
grave are usually the prt)duct,,of the imagination, jfrs. .tedman has heard of '
grave "diggers, nnd i't-.would be dangerous for anyone/tip corae to disturb a gr
at the Gurleyhea,d.. Tncre is no, doubt thot she mearis. what she says. \ .'


