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degrec of abphistication of the informant, or the amount of contact the
1nfornant haa\had‘with Amarican'formal.education may be important in ’
understanding the testimony. . - ‘ ;

Oral hictor; materials are not without their limitations and bias.
Many teltimoniaa may contain information which the historian will decide
is error or untruth according to his ctandards of truth, !herefore the
usual techniques of“tistoricai critlcism muat be applied to oral testi-
nunr: the purpoae and ncaning of the €estimony considered, the reliabil-
ity and general competeuce of the informant assessed and the testimony
{tself examined for internal consistency and cross-checked with other
testimonies and other kinds of evidence. Without attempting to dwell at '

length upon the tenets of historical criticism, 1t Bhould bg noted that

the most important consideration is the fact that Indién oral hisgtory

!

» materials are the products of another culture. The Indian people provid-

Ltiaa in working with oral testimony is that of placiﬁg the ewents described

ing the testimony, though thay participate in many forms of Anglc-American

cplture, are yet membera of another culturai group in uﬁtse cultural forms
they participate more fully, As'such they wAy hava?it(ferqpt waya/of per-
ceiving and'catagoriziné‘bhenomana than white historians, and they may

alao have quite different standards of credibility. Furthermore they ha;e
a different conception of time and mn;wahov almost no inclination to talk

abput events in chronological order. In fact, ome of the main difficul-

into a chronologlcal frameworx and assigning dates according to our system

-

of reckoning time. Fortunately most events described in oral testimony
. ~
can be given at least approximate dates by using information from other

kinds of sources or by relating them to events for which the dates are
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