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Value of the Duke Indian Oral History Collection for Research
The Duke Indian Oral History Collection at the University of -

Oklahoma is potentially of great value for a’mnber of research purposes. )
v'f‘ho key to uoins or;l history\moo't éftectlvely. however, lies in under-
standing the special nature of oral history materials, and of Indian

oral history materials in pa{-ticular. Oral history mteriala--nrbal
tuttmoniu and written versions of verbal testimoniu--are primary
documents like letters, diaries, account ledgers, public rbcotdo,’;ud ' .
lrchaeoulogical remains. 'n:ey‘do not spéak directly in categories vhich
are familiar {(n ﬂﬁiahe& historical and\ethmloggcal vorks, but hava t;:

be interpreted. Several kinds of oral’ t)outimony may be dutilnguichcd.,

each having a different kind of value for the researcher. There are

oral traditions such 2" "tradki.tional stories, myths, and legends, handed
down fron time {mmemorial--the folklore of a ;eob1¢-;posaib1y based upon
fact in the remote past, b\;t untestable by other griter‘ia_.. Then there

are eyc:igneu ;écom\tu and hearsay accou‘ntt: pf phenomena Jwbich histor-
ians would call "events." Such factors as standards of truth and credi-
bility, cultural diffouncn in percgption,_ the reliability ‘of the vitness,
and the manner {n which thc'acco:mt is transnitted enter into Auo{sou;g
the value of these kinds, of testimonies for research purposes, Also

there are pc_r‘somi reminiscences aboug "11fe- {n th; old dayaA,"‘(vhich ﬁay
be tingad with nostalgia or what may be a widespread--but by no means
inevitable-~-propensity cf the aged to view the daya of tlgeir youth thrc.xgh

a rosy Flter, Finally thers {s a grent deal of vha( anthtopologiota

ST

would simply call “othnograpxﬂic}iu“-ﬁmlmuopo of bdmv&or ‘and “_\‘ S

descriptions of hbvl things were done fpﬂtbe tradttidﬁil cul%uro.. Bm G‘e
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