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is not within the ramge of the Rrpsent Project,

Participation by Indians B
. Indian participation has occurred at-all levels .of the Project.

-

The Project Director is himself Indian; nnny of the field workers and
nost of the clarical staff have béen Indian., Many Indian fndividuals
have become interested in the Project and have volunteered testimony
2f suggested sources ofﬁ ood mag,rial; Sowe individuals and groups have
been interested eﬁoﬁgh o; le;fning of this P;oject to begin éhe colléc-‘
tion oﬁ(oral.hintori materials for themselves. Theee has never been

any attempt by personnel on this Project to insist that the University

of Oklahoma should be the only agency in the state collécting ;Edian
oralfgistory./ Just as small museunms sometimes view with su-g}cion the
collecting activities of the larger museums, or small colleges resent
the recruiting power of the state uniQernity, Qo some quiag, and Indian
groups feel that tha best repository for their tribal traditions fis in
the custody of their own tribecmen rather qpan in the hands of strangers.
The Duke Indian Oral History Project ‘has conuihtently respected this
point of view, and has never pressed Indian people to‘part with tradx-

tions or infornat;pn they were not willing to share with outsiders, But

- . -“.
Project personnel have had no difficulty building the large and valiable

collection described here. On several chalions Indian individudls apd‘:

groups bave asked for sdvfce on interviewing and recorq;ng;techniquoo
so they could make recordings for their owﬂ use. ﬂelp and encourage-

sent has always been stven,,rlt has been falt that any part this Projoct
| -

uight have in stimulating %ndxan people to do research on their own is a

o
part of the most 1-portantf%vot111 objective--to provide a more relevant
. - ‘ ’
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