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different kinds of pub;ic obqer%anceo vhere Ind}an people perform or
;gko ﬁdrt. Particularly intereatingjon these ;apeu-are the segments \:
of verbal testiﬁony vhere indian spokecmen recité certnin ve?cioh;'of
their history before an Ig’ian audifnce. Theso vetciono give dunforam-
ation not only on the Indian historical perspective, but alao on the
social functions of such public teetimqpy and the function of "folk
history" in general in provid}ng a ratiohalé for pehtvtor. The verbal
portions of most of these t;p;s have been transcribed and a nyﬂopoi;
or description(of the event written up by the interviever, providing a
context for interpreting the transcribed sections. |

An estimate of the size of the Duke Collection can be made in terms
of chcral units: by the total number of tapes &nd manuscripts; by
nﬁnbcr of hours of recogded otal history ma:;rialn; by number éf pages.
of typescript and maduacripé material; or by number of bound volumes in
the completed collection, None of these ways of stating the size indic-
ates precisely the amount of material in the collection, 1f for no othgr
;gaaon’thQn that informants talk at differing rates of speed. A ninety-
minute testimony from one Arapaho mnn.’an exceptionally artitulate oct;-
genarian, may easily cbne t; forty or po;e typcwritten'pageo (doublea-
spacod), vhereas fevernl persons whose testimony is equally worthy mﬁy
talk more slowly, so that a éiaety-midute’lﬁte}view would come to about
tventy pages. .Ogbthe averaée. ﬁoweveg, a nineté-ﬁinute 1nter§1ew would
run sbout thirty pages. The average length (lumping C-60's and C~90's)
is twenty-ffur paﬁes, figuring on one informant to ona’tapo.~ Actually
. several £ield workers have put 1nterv1¢wstwith several péop{c on one

tape, and when thls iu‘thh‘Eiié; & different typescript is ﬁadc for each



