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- Subject: , Sunnyside Community. > _ _. v' .

Mr. Elm's story is about a place that was. On the high prairie in the
extreme northwest corner of Mayes County," bordering on the xtogers County

. line was the busy and prosperous farming community of seventy and more
years ago. To-daymos'J>of this dis tr ict ist owned by-qhe*"big cattle- .
company t • " • . ' ' . .' •

Mr. Elm came'to/the Sunnyside d i s t r i c t ' in 1897 with his parents .and *
family. Nearly a l l of the country then was in cultivation for cotton,,
corn, wheat ajid oats. Very*few cattle were raised,* although there was
plenty of grassland available, but in those days cattle*was riot the' .
most profitable'venture. Sunnyside country was In an ideal location
for marketing cotton and grain as i t was only three or four miles•to " .
the elevators and,gin at Chelsea to the north. - • "

The center of community -activity was around theJSunnyside School." The
l i t t l e ; red brick school building with i t s sheet iron roof stands lonely nov.,
and abandoned. Common to, some of the old country schools,, i t . had a

* horse shed, where school children kept their hprses during school, fo'r , - .
t day the children either walked t a school or.rode horseback. •" -.'

k few even were pri^iieged to have a # bugger to ride in - the ultimate
then in transportation. The wind has blown the doors and parts 'of the
rooT from the Outhouses tha.t* are in opposite corners back of the school "

mnds, and t.he coal and weed shed stands in the "back centerf its^roof ' -
Lien ^ni To-day looking across the prairie in ' a l l four, directions ,\one *\
i not se'e/ any of /the fjrri homes thit'once Jotted the"countrys-ide, .only
ranch* headquarters to the-north. • • .- • - . - . . . ' ' ''.;'>.

(.mong the-fanilies that lived in the Sunnysidte conmunity seventy and more."-" '
ago- were.- the" Pack, Schneider,, Green,' &lm,' itaven," Francis, Buck, .iXaws,

3ro".\Tn, and others.'"• ' . • - -

'Mr-.^lm-'attended school for • a'short while at Sunnysi3e, as well as a
country School -tp^the east called Centsrview. .In vtJiat day.long ago'the '
school hoas.es were .'.also used for church serviees, 'social era the rings ] • ^.

'voting places,[etc. • • t. >,.

Abandoned nou for over ^3 years. «as the comunitv certeter}' then known as
'the Pack Cemetery, nkmed ,for'trie Indian family of that name*, -at one time •
* there could be-seen fifty or more' graves. To-day only about 15 gr.tves can

be determined, arvi only ^three markers remain. Tins- and the e'lements, and
jieglect have taken their toll ' . Mr. Elm recalls tnat rr'emb^ of the families
of Pack, Schneider, Green, and Erovm were some of tnose buried there,.' Mr. Llir
saĵ s. i t was an old place 63-yea-s a«;o f-ihen he lived there.


