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March 20, 1970 o ' | K . o o

Index side B, third part, recording time 10 min.; interview time LS min.:

Informant: - Tém Elm, 85-year-old Cherokee, of Vin1ta, and-
' Sunrysxde Community, Mayes County, lea, -
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- Subject: . Sunnyside Community.
‘ -4

Mr., Elm's story is about a place that was. On the hlgh pralrle in the
extreme northwest corner of Mayes County, bordering on the Jdogers County
.line was the busy and prosperous farming community of seyenty and more
years ago. To-daymastof this dlstrlct is owned bsmne«blg cattle.
company « . 3
Mr, Elm came to the Sunnyside district-in 1897 with his parents.and ’
family. Nearly all of the country then was in cultivation for cotton,
corn, wheat and oats, Very few cattle were raised, although there was
plenty of grassland available, but in those days cattle was not the’
most profltable venture. Sunnyside country was in an ideal locatlon
for markeZlﬁg cotton and grain as it was only three or four mlles to’
the eleve ors and, gin at Chelsea to the north., ’ -

The cénter of communlty act1v1ty was around the Sunnysxde School. The ‘
- little; red brick school building with its sheet iron roof stands lonely no.
"and aPandoned. Common to. some of the old country schools, it lad a o

« horse shed. where school chlldren kept their horses during school for

.in. t'at day the childre either walked to school or rode horseback.

A f W even were privwd€ged to have a ,buggy to ride in - the ultimate C

then in trdmsportation. The wipd has blown the doors and parts of the

- rodf from the outhouses that are in opposite corners back of the school
, grounds, and the eoal-and weed shed stands in the back centery its, roof
_ fdllen in. To dav-laoklng across the prdirie in 2ll foux directions,’one
d es not see any of ,the farm homes that ‘once Jlotted the count rv51de, only r
thé ranch headquarters to the ﬂorth C .
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rears ago were the Pack, Schneider, 3reen, %lm,” #gven, Francis, Buck, Jaws,
rown,. and others. ™ ’ T - S .- ‘
. .~ :,(‘ . ,.\" . < . ‘e

Mr “Elm attended school for a 'short ~while at ounnJ51§e, 25 well as &
.country school 1o “the east called Contervxeu. In‘ggit day.long ago the -
school hoilses were .also used for church serviees, sotlal cet%er1n~s, : s
votm7 rlaces; etc, - L

r .

AbﬁndO"ei now for ovar U0 years was the community zematery then known as

< thé Pack Lemetery, named for: the Indlan family of that name. &t one time
*there could be. seen fifty or more' graves, To-day only about 15 gruveE can
_be determlqej 2nd only three markers remain. Timé and the elements, and

neclect have taken their toll., ¥r. Elm recalls tnat rembo g of the amllles

monb thenramllles that llVed in the Sunnyside cémmﬁhif} seVenty and more -
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Tof Pack, Schneider, Qreen, ani Brown were some o7 tnose bturied there “r. olr

says 1t was an old place &3-yea- 'S 30 when he lived there,
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