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" even to-day this same attitude seems to exist. -
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{ ! .
Andy Thompson =~ RS )

He had been to many box‘suppe}s before, and‘iﬁis ¢nd was be ' ng held in the
Indian €hurch at Eucha[ As always before at other places there was the

" usual laughing, loud talking and having a good time. But this time-it was

different, for shortly a big full-blood policeman came around and touched
the boys on the shoulder and told them to quiet down,. because they were

* at a church. He later reflected how different was the attitude of Indians

and whites were at social gatherings at churches. The:Indians reserved a-
feeling of reverence-when at their church regardless of the act1v1ty, and
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Many years ano Ben Smith was the Cherokee leader-of fﬁe row country of

the Indians, and at one tlme was dlso the sheriff of that district, Andy -
tells that in Ben's later years he had a letter from him invit.ng him to
come..of a certain day for a squirrel dinner. ' Andy and his wife went aver
and tjere was a big cvowd of Indians gathéred just to eat and visit. He
says ‘that they ‘had squirrel fixed and cooked in more ways thath he ever
imagined along # ith many other kihds of Indian foods. It was a most
efjoyable time as he knew many of the people. Not long after that Ben
Smith died.’ Andy went to his-funeral where the services were conducted

~ in both languages and many people came to Py their respects there at .

' Steeley Gemetery. : o )

Andy re );mbers 01d Eucha toxn »hen there wére three general store there,
a blacksmith shop, sthool, and a ch;rch There were also two cemeteries:
the lafge Eucha Indian Cemet y and another known as Eucha White Cemetery.
The white peqple s cemetery s about 60 graves - .and still remains near

the lake. But the Indiaf cemetery whiqh has over 500 graves was moved

up on the . flatlands some three miles east of 0ld Eucha,

Andy télls tQat one time Tom Grider had a store up north of Leach on
Saline Crsek Tom had married -an Indian woman who had a beautiful
daughter, Fn Riley, a full-blood courted the ~irl ahd finally

married her.‘ But not before he got the idea-that Tom was' 'messing.

/ afound!. One day Grider was traveling th-u the woods™ from Leach going™—

me. He can up on a log.across the road and got out to move it so he -

uld get nis buggy by, As he Hid John steoped out from behind a'tree.

d shot his brains out, Later, a car stqpped in row 2ni John was in
there with two sheriffs deputies on ilis wdy to jall. n trdal followed
and they sent°John up for 99 yzars, Later\a new trial -:as called and

they turned John loose, V/; N , J /

) ,Andg calls attention to the Indian of these times, and asks if there

Indian drafj doggers, hip:ies, beatniks and the like? He has
yet to see one, and just does not Selieve”it would be in the Indians
nature to bring dishonor to himself ahni his tace to become a partner
to such modern day activities, . \
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~ Andy reads much of Indian history and teils that évery time he comes
- across accounts of ‘the Trail of Tears he gets mad. His mothers oliest

sister, Jane Witt Ghormley was born on the Trail of Te rs in a’covered

wagon, . <y



