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Informant: Martha Keys, 79-year-old Cherokee,
e Tahleguah, Jklahoma .
Subject: Blue Sprinzs (Gideon) country. s
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At’ the ‘headnaters of Fowrteen Mile Creek a cormunity tnere was once- ~
known as Blue Springs. Perhaps so named fror the beautiful waters

in a large spring at the foot of a hillside on Elijah Wilson's place.
when the first school was built the elders sought for a name. Elijah
was first gfggested, but Mr, wilson objected, so as a compromise they
suggested Uideon, who also was a Bibhical prophet, the same as Nr.
Wilson's namesake.- In early days so many places werc known by the
_prominent watering places (sprin-s) tnat they .anted toiyve different,
"and eventually the name was nearly cha:-ed for all purpdses to Gideon,
One exception is the ancient cemetery, which is still amown as Blue
Springs, which dates to a time way before the Civil war,

Gideon School is probacly one of the oldest in thet partiof the country,
although it has been clgsed now. The old church buildirs) is gone now,
and a new church has been built rece"tly on the old site klose by the
Blue Springs Cemetery. | . : ‘
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ﬁlbng-prominent streams in olden days, many Indians, made their hores,
and Fourteen Mile Creeck was no exception. Among the many Indians who
have lived in tnis area were the :attlingourds, Vanns, Beargrs, wilsons,
Thormpsons, iyals, Hummingoirds, Grasshopper, Greese, Downing, Triplett,
Houstons, Shade, Blackbird, and Lowreys. o ~e of the othqrs who were
wnitemen were lierless, dulbert Snodgrass, Gravett, etc.

Measured. in distance of lon: 2go, Gideon was a lonr ways fron other

pl.ces, and neither have they ever had a railroad come by thejiir town.

But they did have a town at one time. Once there were five slores,

a cotton gin, a sawmill, blacksmith shop, barber shop, and a Joctor's
office.
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”ideon country is a variable area, with kooaed hills, flat farmi lanc,
and small areas*of nigh prairie grassland. -At one time a mos 1deal
"place to live ani farm. Cotton, corn, and oats were the main rops.
¥ost croplani was fenced, so tue country was known as 'open rande
where livestock ran-ed whe”eever they wished. Fall roundup time\ usually
accounted for most of the stock, and they were branded, some sold, .ni.
some turneil loose again. It was also butchering and hog-killin-\time
after the fall hefds: were brou~ht in.
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Jideon country was another\area where tales of buried money had mény
bélievers. When the 'fever\ took hold men would take of? and dia\for
days at some suspected .treasurs spot, Stran-e as it ray seem, money
has been found, She tells that one Iniian dug up $800 in silver cbin. .
Stories still circulate to-day ®’nd men still hunt for buried money.

She tells” that when her husband was living he used to go out and dig
until he wore ais fin-ernails off, e




