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learned to ﬁray in theve,(meagkpg in peyote meetings) and loved the rituel;'etc.
And was glad’they could ggx together for the meeting, and she appreclated everyone s
prayersy etc. etc. .

, Another time Alfred began to pray in Apache. Someone on the north side was
s1nglng--one,of he Comanches or Winston or Rebert Kaulity. Alfred pr?yed and’ alkeﬁ
Apachex and made 81gns with his handg, in very emotlonal voice. When the song
ended he continued what he was saying. There was a brief pause when only Alfned'
voice\was heard, 3hen James -Silverhorns signed 'tq the next man to go on with his /
singing. So the drum was paQSed and the next man began- his song while Alfred con-A .
‘tlnned to pray. - The ne%t morning, during the morning ceremony, he said he had bee '

praying\to "that little ‘peyote"”, the peyote in a buckskin pouoh that was being dedl‘;i
cated at\this meetlng for his son, Richard, te earry while he was in the serv1ce./ N

o

Al

Another time James Silberhorn made a long, emotional prayer. Either here or:
another tine he sald, in English, that he was thlnklng of his dead wife, among other
tnlngs. .
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Someti durlng the. nlght Sarah Longho*ﬁ's foot began to hurt real bad. She has
suger diabetes and has been having some troublewlately with her toes hurting. .Bhé took
off her shoe and Evelyn massaged her foot. A l]ttWe after that, Roger Tovigh got up
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and came over (not movingdclear around thé tipi) and brought h1s glass jar of peyote
tea. He knelt in front of her and told her to drink some of it. She did, and then he
told her to spit on her hands.and rub them over 'her foot. She did -this, and he wvent
‘back to his seat. ‘Later, when .Sarah got up to go ut for the water, .she had a very
hard time getting up Evelyn and I both helpéd her. N She had to go out the long way--
in°€Qe:clockwise direction and could hardly walk. Roger and James told her to hold on
to the tipi 'poles. She did, and everyone was watchful of her, &nd somehow she mede it,
During this time, people occasion2lly got, up and-went out for a short break.
Usually they stayed gone during four songs, one man's singing turn. They came back
in while the drum:'wvas being passed and went back to their seat. If a person came
/buCk in while the songs were going on, he hunkered down at the‘door and waihed till
it was over and then went back. James put cedar in the& fire afifer anyone*came n.
This person wag supposed to cmoke themselves with it.” I forgot-to do this, but James
signed to me to do it and I quickly did so. Tom Bitseedy leéned over and explained.
this rule to me, also. I went out ebout L o'clock, having waited as long as I could. .
I wvent out alone and without a light. The.night vas still,- cold and clear, The starég'
.were exceedingly bright, as there was no moon. Large patches of ice and srow were =~
still on the ground,; so the ground appecred: white, and contradted with the. blackness
of the -sky. The canvas of the tipi‘'cover was thin, and the lizht from the fire shone
through it plainly.” The sounds of singing and drurring ca%?ied a2 long way and were
the only sound. I ESought 1t was an almosy unkarthly spectacle.
Peotle continued to take peyote as they wanted to, and some asked-fer dlgaxette )
materials from time to tirme. George Silverhorn would get up.and tzke them the>fife’
stick to light the cigarettes. Lo ‘ |
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The fire burned down from time to time and had to be. replenished with more wood.
George did most of the fire tending, but Cha“lle Hich and Tom Bltseedy occasionally
lent a hand, too. As the fire burned down, one of "'them would go outside for more
Sth\o, and 1la Ly them dn in the fashion descvl%ed aboye/. OCC&elOPully George or Charlie
would roke the embers and glowing coals into the ngzé of a gz crescent,/ﬁulded by the
shane of the earth altar. When this happened!the hcat from the e:posed coals penet&atcd
the whol tipi. It seemed 'to me that the tlpi was Alternately bright and well-lit, rs
wben new ‘wood had fresh been put on and was bu;nl brightly, and jusi:before dim and
+in semi- derkness, as just before the coals were sturhed 4nd new wood brought in.

Duxlng the dark perloda the glowing coals were\ pécially prominent and sbood out
s o '




