
iiobert Whltebird -U-

Onf upper? Spring .-liver in Ottawa County th-re is a most unusual p lace . , '
I t has bjeen variously known was "Devils' v\alk", "Devils Promenade",
"The Village Crossing", e t c . In the early day's of the! beginning of
Indians :set tlement in th-it part of Indian Terri tory, this seems t->
have bean â focal point of assembly, r a t i n g s , and -.thdr a c t i v i t i e s .
This place was on the main road from the *nd:r:n country\ e-°st of the
river to-; the "-government blacksmith °hop", ani on to ISaxtor Springs,
Kansas, the trading center of those early t i a e s . Here in an area of
less tha i four square miles are 23 of tr.e known 59 old cereteries of
the whole of Ottawa County. In tnis same area ;rt ^ne t i r e vas located
the Lincolnville town, a place called Lover's Leap, the <bld ^uapaw
Medicine House, and S t . Mary's o" the vaapawa , a Catholic school for
Indians. ' At the western edge of th^ old iuapa'.; reservation ran the
old Military .toad, perhcrs the Tirst conr.ectitr link cef.per. th^ north
and Texas and dating from the early 1800's.

*".•."hen th^ ^uapaws set t led in northeastern Oklahoma foll\wi:\g taeir
removal from Arkansas and other* places, sore of their - r incipal ' *
leaders were Charley ^uapaw, John lia'dison, Janes Si lk , Geor;e .Land, ^
and Frank Vall ier . The family of Abner Abrams, a member,on the
Stockbridge t r i b e , had been adopted into the ^uapaw t r i b e , ani the
elder of this family contributed much to tiie t r iba l organisation and
progress^ Some of the prominent ^uapav: families who have lived on
the reservation include Gr i f f ins / Angel, Beaver, Clabber, P-ery, reckham,
Shapp, S c a t t e r s , Vall ier , 3oodeagle, .(edeagle, Zavier, '.jhitebird, and.

areenback, Tner.e were many others bat their n̂ .-nes ao not come to memory
readily. •

Jn the old days most Indian reservations had trading po=ts. The only
t.'adi^t posts that .tooerty recal ls was one located southeast of where
Mi.ami, .town is now on what was the. Ottawa reservation, and another" w-s.
on the Neosho .dver north of Mdami. ' •—'

Although tobacco was grown and used by J-niiane even before the vhiteman
came to North America, .-Robert says that they also had subs t i tu tes . One
was the use of sumac leaves, sometl-es mixed witn oth^er leaf r l a i t s as
well as tobacco. Tccacco has -also been used in Indian ceremonies -rnd
r i tua l s , as ve i l as a~ ingredient in Iniian Miedicir.es. Along •.. ith this
commodity, cedar has also ceen importmt in ceremonies 'and as a medicinal
plant, .lobert^f says he has never understood sore of the Ituian -ays w'th
sore plants, and the use of cedar is one oi tr.em. I f seems tr.atjr.the^a are
differ-nt kinds of cedar, as well as both the male ani female r i an t , ind
each nas i t s own application anu use. ne says the -e ar« STre ^uapaws .̂.'_ .
who ^ t i l l ^ro« and -ose native tobicco. . .-*

At one* t i re i t wo .Id n ve 'ceen unusual to find an Indian wr.w did not know*
rost of tne plants an-, t r ees , ana the names of insects , o i r^s , ar/.i other
wildl i fe . In a note of discouragement, he says f"W young Indian children
could go into the -*oods and t e l l you much about tr.e world of nature.

Inter--arriage nas done i t s evils in destroying an- breaking down a lo t of
Indian tradit ions an^ way of l i f e . In most cases where an Indian ma.'ries
a white, the white influence dominates. Much couli ce said on tnis matter.

The whiteinan must have real ly hung one on when he coined the designation.
^rive Civilized Tr ibes ' . 1$ one *ay i t was an injustice to a l l other t r i b e s .
Sone of the most^prominent. Indians have cone from t r ices not even renotely
related to the 'Pive*^ J-t would also be vrong to- perdue the subject fur ther .


