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on' uopev Spring ziver in Ottawa COJnty th're is a most unusual rlace.
It has been variously known was "Devils salk", "Uevils Fromenade"

"The Vlllace Crossing", etc. In the early days of the| bteginning of
Indians isettlement in thit part of Indian Territory, this seems t-~

have bedna focal point of assembly, m.-tings, ant th r activities.
Thic place was oa the main road from the <niizn country erst of thre
river to the "Joverament Hlacksmith 2rop", 3ini on to saxter sprin-s,
Kansas, the trading center of those earl; times, Here In an area of
less tnap four sguare miles are 2) of tns known 59 old cereteries of
the whole of Ottawa County. In tnis sare area a¢ -ne tife was located .

the Lincolnville town, a place called Lover's Leap, tre ¢ld [ uapaw

Indians. =~ At the western ed re of the ol~ Luapay reservition ran tre
old Military .wad, perazcs the Tirst connectin~ link cetieen the north
and Texas and dating from the early 180J's. '
“ hen th- <uapaws settled in no-theastern Jklchora foll-wing tneir
removal from Arkansas and other rlaces, sore of their
leaders were Charley uapaw, Joan liadison, James Silk, ieo
ani Frank Vallier. The farmily of Abner nbrars, a memper.ol\ tie
Sthxbrldbe tribe, had been adonted into tire <uapaw trive,
elder of this famlly contributed much to the unbal orzani-~ation z=nd

progress, oSome of the prominent uapaiw families wno have lived on

the reservation include Griffins,” Angel, Beaver, Clstter, P-ery, reckhanm, o
Shapp, '.c.atters, Vallier, Goodeagde, .edeagle, ZJavier, ..hitebird, and.
Greenbacx, Tnere were many others bat their nuames oo not come o merery
readily.,

In the old days most Indian reserVa§&01s hai tradinz costs. The only
t cdige posts that .o er't/ rec2l g8 was one locuted southeast of where
lami town is now on what was the.Jdttawa rqserv vion, and anoth-r w=s.

on the Neosho .iver rnorth of \1an1.

althoush tobacco was grown and used by iniiane even tefore the Phiteman -
care to North America, wovert says that they also had substitutes. OUne

was the use of surac leaves, sometd-es rixed witn other lesf rlants as

well as tobucco. Tccacco has talso een used in Indian ceremonies ind

rituals, as vell as a- ingreiient in Iniian ledicines. Along -.ith this
cor~odity, cedar has also ceen import:.n% in ceremoni.s ©Ai as a medicinal
rlant, -oterty savs he hzs never understood sore of the Inxian - -ays with

sore tlants, and the use of cedar is one o! trem., 1t'seems trnatitheys are
differunt kinds of cedar, as well as both tne male an: female : lant %nd

each nas its own appllc;tlon anc use, ‘le 5ays the e are sorme L uapaws

who 5till ~ro« and use native tot.cco. , - g

at one tire it wo.ld n ve teen unusual to find an Indian wrno iid not knoww
rost o tne planfs an: trees, ana tke nares f irnsects, oirus, int other
wildlife. In a note of discouraserent, he says I~w youns Iniian children
could g0 into the woods and tell you much edvout tre worli of nature,

! .
Inter-~arriagze nas done its évils in destroying an: breakins down a lot of
Incian traditions an. way of 1life. In most cases where an Indian ma.ries |
a white, <he white influe;ce dorminates. Much coul: ce said on tnis matter,

The whiteman must have really hung one on when he c01ned the designation.

'Five Civilized Irives', Ig one »ay it was an injustice to all other trives.

Sore of the most prominent Indi:ns have come from trices not even remotely
related to the 'Five'. 1t woald also be wrong to- pergue the subject further.



