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Informant: .tobertSffiitebird, 5^-ye^r-old vuapaw,
vuapaw, Ottawa County, ->kla. .

J
Subject: Indian t r i t e s of :iort-ne'-st Jkla.mr.a.

i"r b.ick. to a t '- .e nearly 13 J y ars .-^o. at, least ten d ; f fercnt
tribes of Indians were forcably ~ r/ed ry ',r.e ^ov^m-ient an: err. ded
into a,comparatively small area of • :y. t is now Ottawa County, ^kla.
The how of that t ragic p riod in. r.i./t;>ry r.as often '. 3en to ld . Also •
the why of tnose separate rovenont of pennies has been recordei,
the answers always f a l l on a discoriant ::ote. r Yet, -any of t'-.o.-:e
people did survive, with no" thanks to the hiiernan, und ".any r-.e bars
of tnose t r ibes s t i l l l ive in Ottawa County. Ini :.an Territory r.aps
as l a t e ' a s the 19^0 showed tnose sep'ir-ite Indian .veservati-ns . The"
^oyernmsnt was very l i be ra l vhen it, ca~e tcf* dec's ions re^'irzin- othor
peoples lands, .and carved of:' a portion of *.!.o CriGt*okc?e -<ation on

'which ti5 locr^te other v i c t i m of\the si-rea-iia -;r.i*.e rl:--Tu8. • aatever
else historians ray refer to t,ae several ;r-3it "ove-ents o:1 In- i^ns , i t
wil l always, cone out unicr a ruadin of *re2d. ?::at rr^ed for anothers
hone, lend, and inprove-^nts resulted in -i ie,iree of s a ' fer ine, *hunila*oi?n,
heartbreak, -nd death beyoni a.:y t:ie '.:orld has ever known. o >-e of taose
tribes of Indians were trie ^uana;-;s, Peorias, ":iarsis, . yandottes ,* ienccas,
Shawnees, 'Jf.a%;as, !bdocs, W-ea an'1. fianKasr.aw. I he history of t=-ich
tr ibe ".as not r.een ^no of gre'-t joys and •ftarpiness .

• In this country t..ere are no Xo^-.-y Inuian .reservations for tru. se t r i b e s ,
although a few Indians do s t i l l own individual l^nd. .-.er.b^rs of trie
various t r ibes aire widely sca t te red . For t he, ~.)st part these Indians
r.ave successfully corpeted ~^^ jo ts a.-u h-.ve . standard of l i v i n ' equal
to other rsc-.s of ;~eople in their l oca l e . lime an: pro'-res^ .\.!s been
cruel to sj/r-.e'/j,:." tr.jse of ..ea, rian/.as:.a\-, a a : e j r ia nloo.i ^re ul~.oot

, non-e <jdtant. I t i s 'bel ieved tnat tnere .are less than ten ox t:.e 'odo^s
s t i l l renainin^ in tnat l o c a l i t y . at one t i - e there were a rrjup of
.\'ez r ierce Ind ,ans .that lived .̂ n .-Mint <-reek, cat ti.-.ty too are a l l ' -one
now.

The .*'easho :un :
hantin.: ' '-rtie
and 1-awnees. na
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s t r j a r s an: hu

Tr.is is t:.e co
area an: haj s
sc ools in ais .'iOneiin':, -nu attended .-.as'-: 11 I n s t i t u t e . '.obert is '-;ell

. versed in Indikn affairs an-: a c t i v i t i e s , .n : contr:-. :tes - ic t i r e £:\A
assistance to tr.e reo-le of r.is ^jarav; t r i t e .

,^prinr -tivers nave seen Iniian qir-vs, v i l i i ' ^ s ^ and
lor.rj b.f re tr.e re '. a ~ a:: I nd i an . l e r r i t ^r} . Ine -sa-es.rc

ê lived in t..is country, lelawares • aj-~ed t . . r i tx« t: is
"ly l ? ) ; ' s . 3th-r Indians ,of Ion- a-o -v.-e fi^i: : 'r.e^e
:tei tne voodljnds :..n: - ra i r i . e s .

mzvy th t -vobert ' h i tebiru kner^s. He ••;as borrv in tr.is
ent rart of r.is l i f e here . :e att-.-n-.••>d v.rz. -i .n i ian '


