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for travelersfbetween:Ft. Gibson end Taﬁiequah'to‘stOp for meals. Thef
outlaws had come for their share of the Cherokee Strip money payment to
be.distributed in Tahlequah, Said to be $265.70 each, However, some of
the men had alfeady been in deep trouble in this area. So, they holed
up.at Halfway House while maneuverigg.fof a go-between to get their
monez:\ Late on the evening of J&iy:18,¢1894; the sheriff and his posse
appeared at the Halfway House and a hot gunfight ensued. Sequeyah
Houston was killed and Jim Cook wounded, The Men who made up the posse
a£e all gone now, Houston said, I was a pallbearertfer tee last one,
Bill McKee; -Reporeedly thae'posse igpludeq Ellis Rattlingourd, Dick
and Zeke Cnitteeden, Bill Nichol, Isaac Greese; Hicks and BTackett,

And Seguoyah Houston was buried in the'original Blue Sprihgs Cemetery

' sometimes referred to as the old éoyston Graveyard. Not m;nydpeOple

know that.I reﬁember m?dh about the Cherokee Strip Pefment. It was a
bjg event in Tahlequah. The Strip money was hauled in trunks from Ft.
Gibson and a lot of guards were ueed. And,money was given out at the
distriét’coﬁrthouse, a two-story frame building, on the site of the
p;esenq>Carnegie Liefary; Quards were stationea all around eiery'ten
steps about the courthouse. When Mack Houston gge 14 years old, the’
family moved to Blackbird Creek near Shiloh., There he continued his
school work started at Blue Springs under Sam Parks, his first teeqher.
When a young man 3; met his future bride in Gideon, they were married at
Shiloh on December 7, 1910 at the home of the Baptist minicter, the |
Bev. J. A. Knox. Mrs, Houston is a native of Missouri, Mack Houston

was a farmer, but World War I, he began barbering on Saturdays., After

the war he sol&'out and moyed to Hulbert for a year. His next move was

to Osage County for a job in the oil fields, Dissatisfied, he stayed

only a few months before coming to Tahlequah, The reason for moving to
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