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Informant: Bessie Skinner Nelson, 70-year-old Cherokee,
Lick Bend Community,•' Mayes County^ Okla.

Subject: Lick Bend country. /

Across the county road from the we^l-known Union Mission s i t e
is the farm home of Mrs. Nelson. She has lived on this farm for the
past th i r ty years or more, and was born* and raised in th is same
community. She talks of some of the history of th is area along
Grand .-tiver.

In the early beginning of the Indian Terri tory a couple miles north
of her hone was the location of one of the largest natural s a l t wells
in this part of the country. I t has/been related that fine quali ty
sa l t was hauled by wagon from the sa/lt works there to F t . Gibson
for shipment by river boats to distant places. So strong was the
saline content of the well that i t jis said that eight gallons of the
sa l t water would produce one gallop of dry sal&. I t is believed that
near this Salt Springs was the" location of the f i r s t Hopewell Mission
bui l t to benefit Osage chi ldren. /The mission at th is location was
short lived due to fighting between the Cherokees and t.ie Osages.
Another mission, known as the New Hopewell Mission, was bu i l t soon
after closing the one a t ' S a l t Springs, and was located at the confluence
of Big Cabin Creek and Grand Riyer. Operation of the newly located
mission was also short l ived . /

/
Mrs. Nelson remembers well the/Salt Springs long after sa l t making
was discontinued. She t e l l s that her mother used to bathe the children
in the sa l t water as a sure c p e for sores caused by chigggrs, mdsquitos,
and other insec t s . The watery of F t . Gibson Lake now cover this historic

, s i t e . Mrs. Nelson says- that/one can s t i l l see the bubbles come up from
\ this old spring and smell th/e s a l t - l i ke gas i t discharges.

\Her in teres t in his torical ' places places Old Union Mission among the f i r s t .
^Just across the county roan from her farm home is the l i t t l e mission
cemetery owned and maintained by the Oklahora Historical Society, as ve i l
is a large monument zcrvs/s the road commemorating the establishment of the
3irs t printing shop in wft'at >.as to become Indian Ter r i to ry ' - The Union
Mission Press. The Mission vas establishedsjji 1821 with' the itev.
^aphrus Chapman as head of the i n s t i t u t i on . The dsv. Chapman died "in
1825? but the mission continued to function for r.any years .

According to Mrs * kelson the mission had at leas t eign^ or nine buildings
at one time. The f i r s t buildin-s vsere of stone, and one of the l a t e r
building, vhicrras Used as a school building was cor.s/ruct.ed of b r icks .
She t e l l s that the/oricks were rs.de a t a clay bank near the r i ve r , .and
at one tirte -she re/ne'nbers seeing the s i t e .o f the brick making plant**
E ^ "
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Evidence of the f^un$itions qf "some of the buildings, -as well
stone "wall enclosure for protecting and keeper,.-:, the' .[livestock,
for a long time / " • • \ >-V \
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