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dirierent places! angt woi*k. Theirs was a simple, enjoyable, and. adventurous
lii 'e. These r iver folk/ inciuaea timbermen, t raders , musicians, e t c . The
river people haye "long /since been gone. , ,'

ie can remember
f i r s t .to, come he
the h f h

when there were no bugs "or diseases to inl'ect crops and t r ee s .
JCalls was tne potato bug, and, tnen later tne boll weavel.

Nok he says, just about everything being grown has,to be
treated and spVayed. (In this day three different kinds of bugs eat on the
soybeans, and cVtton, crops have to be sprayed a t leas t twelve times during *
its growing seaisfon. That Vfas not enougte, tnen Came tne government to t e l l
tne poo\ farmers Vhat and h"ow much to plant , and how much he would get paid.

Despite shme unfavorable conditions in i t s .time., McLain community nas enjoyed
a good amount pf pea©e and happiness. ^xtie rougher elements of society have

d t h i s area, but confining tne i r range and ac t iv i t i e s to tne east
aVd to tne "Soutn in tne lounger Bend and Briartown country,

ttting to co\e to McLam country was the chicken stealing
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Long ago in thisNhaij't of tnev Gountry t^ir trapping was a good businV^cs. The
river bottoms nad%av«r , mink/-coons, smuskrat and 'possum, wmie. the prair ie

ie, skunkXcivit , ana baager. In nis younger aays nelands nad -wolf, co;
skinned out and s t
lost , end few would
f&esn a Kurbearer.
seem tnat t h e i r end!
also are the days of tne \oun t ry boy\v/ithnis\ s tee l traps and-tree dogs.

many V nide* * \Tne ar t of this ac t iv i ty is vnov: nearly
beXtne young\iellov.rs do-day that could skin, board, and
ButXnowdays tnsre i s no^.narket for tnese hides, and i t would
is evidenced by\ the slaughter on the highways by ca r s . Gor\e

Tnese\fev; recollections anaWsvelotion*
nas knb:.Yn and seen l i t , in n i \ noneicnd
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