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Nearby the old Stage Coacn Inn is the old payior S|rmgs Cemetery dating from
tne early id^us. Here are some 2uO graves, many with f2^ maroie monuments
placed in memory of members of many Indian raniilils who lived in tnis country,
I t i s no longer used, and thru neglect add maintenance brush and weeds bar
most v i s i to r s from paying the i r respects . Too, thfe old'stage road has not
been used for a long jbime, In i a c t , the development of a large ranch there
causes the trace of the old road tp terminate at the once popular stage s top,

Mr, Scott and nis two older 4sis ters- have never maifried, and have always lived
on their old home place a mile or so north of McLain; Many of tne i r people
of older generations have lived in th i s country. He says tney have wiired
about 2> or 30 years too long to s t a r t trying to Jina out something of t n e i r .
people. '-L'hey nad planned to record tnei r re la t ives names from tne old Sevier
and tne Miiligan Cemeteries,'but they waited too l a t e . Tnese burial places -
were moved out of the r iver bottonf to other places and tney nave for the most
part los t contact. Historic too i s tne old &im Gprve Cemetery in the McLam
area, being well over a hundred years old. A^chotrea epidemic broke out among
tne Negro slaves before trie Civi l uilar and over a jiundred died and were buried
at Elm Grove.

If piaces coula reveal t ne i r nistory then tne Arkjansas River could t e l l much.
In tne early part of tne lOuUs river boats were going up and down -tne Arkansas.
Then cam© man and a i l nis devises and act iv i t ies land eventually the r iver f i l l ed
with sand and s i l t where i t would no longer accomodate t rave l . In nis early
days Ted (as he i s usually called) recal ls tnat Fete Lowrey operated a store
on tne r iver jus t east of McLain. This Indian also operated a ferry boat for
t r a i l IC between Taniequah and the western part ox the Cnerokee Nation, as well
as'for t ravel between the Indian Nations. Ted alaorrecal ls a time wnen tne
river was low and mucn gravel was being hauled out in wagons to build roads.
During tne loading out of gravel the, workers found several old rif les. , cannon,
«and remains of otner mercnandise•in the r iver bed. Whatever tne story attached
they never knew. On the east side of tne r iyer pnce grew.great areas1 of cane
breaks, and here were many ca t t l e belonging to the Indians. A wilder animal
never grew to ma"tph triose r iver bottom s tee r s . He t e l l s tnat r iver boats used
to stop a t igie Lowrey store and dispstscn mail to be taken to other settlements
in tne country, '

As v/itn- many of tnose of tne older ^generations he' t e l l s about tne roads they
nad. Any road work or improvement was #one by nand, as road macninery had
not yet come into Use. Wnen going to "ebber*Fails to trade tney usually took
produce to s e l l or trade,- He recal ls tnat" the roads_were so rough th.Lt tney
nao'to hold the eggs in t ne i r laps . Even'to-Gay some of tne roads in tne
country r e t a in ' a close re la t ion to tnose "of lon£ ago. webber Fails used to
be tne main market center of tnat wide area. He renenbers when they would
leave home-with a load of cotton for tne gin tnere, hav ing beiore daylight
and getting home a l t e r dark, ne says thope t r ips l e i t much to be de'sired, > -
Nearly always tnere would be more tnan one wagon on tnose journeys, because

tnere ?/ere h i l l s , mudhoies, and otner natural barriers that yrouid require
the use of two teams to pull over or tnru. Corn was another crop that
produced unbeiievM^a re turns . He t e i l s tnat some yet rs they did not have
space enough to store tne corn, and would pi le i t out on the ground. In that
cay they could not make anytmn. by hauling corn to the market as tne price
?as prohibit ive. Instead tne corn was used for hog and stock feefd. Lven tnen -
hogs only brought three or four cents a pound.

Among tne many things Ted has seen include house boats on tne r iver long ago.
People made tnese tne i r only homes and.sufficed the i r needs by stopping at


