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Index side A, recording time 30 min.j interview time one hours,

Iniprmant: John Topping, bo years dj.d, oi' CneroKee ancestry,
Oocnaiata, Washington County, Oklahoma*

Subject: Early days of the Ogiesby-Ho^gsnooter d is t r ic t oi
central Washington County,

living in the soutnem
on Bird Creek north oi

At one time wnat is now Washington County was populated by more than one tribe
of Indians, Tne northern" part oi the area was al l Delaware Indians• .Tne Shawnees
were scattered along*tne eastern side and Osages ranged along tne western side.
The soutnern'area was jjjihabited ty Cnerokees,. A lew dreek Indians possibly were

2dge as history records Creek Indian payments being made
Skiatook. This str ip of iana eie^JKmles wide and UO

miifis long was not tne kind of land, lor tne most part,- that ^Indians preferred
to live in. *t did nave on,its big prairies some excellent nunting, but water

me of i t s widespread assets. »hen tne land allotments
were made lew Indians, except lor tne Deiawares, lived on their lands, preferring
the eastern part of their .Nation'wnere more Indians lived and wnere the land
was to their liking. Very lew towns, streams, and otner places have Indian
names compared to distr icts where there were many Indians. HpgshootSr, community
and creek were named ifor an Indian family thct lived on tne creek long ago.
The village of Matoaka is believed to have been an Osa e settlement at one time,
Tne town of Oocheiata was named foT Cniei Oocnelata (Rev. Cnaries Thompson}, but
there is no record of him ever having lived there. .Mucn of tnis county is
high grass prairie land and most of i t has never enjoyed any permanent settlement.
At one time many SX*&R of tnis country ̂ experienced o i l bobms, and i t ^ s recorded
tnat tne i i r s t oi l we'll was located on Caney fiiver wnere Bartlesvilie- is now. .
In tne eariy days tne great prairie country of this, d is t r ic t was a mecca for
cattlemen, leasing Indian lands and brin^nirds of cat i le irom other places.

On tne nigh prairie jin qgjatral Washington ^bunty is the l i t t l e village of
Ogiesby. When a young fellow, Jqhn topping came from what jus now Nowata County
with his parents to ,set t le in this community and ne nas spent most of his l i t e
in tnis area. • .

John H.rst te l ls about .tne old schools tnat came into being as tne country was
being settled. The f i rs t scaool tnat he recalls was tne Reubin Tyner S.cxiool on /
Caney River, then followed tne gcnools at Ogiesby, Fish Camp, Rice Creek, Hogsnoc/ter,
Antiocn, Steel Camp, ana Pleasant Valley, i'o^uay- only tne scaool at Ogiesby remiins
in use.

Tne beginning oi tae l i t t l e town of Ogiesby may have been when Jess Ogiesby set
up a :bi£cksmith shop beiore 19UU on tne Dank pf iiogshooter ureek. Enougn
business irom rancners, cowboys, travelers ana others supported tne l i t t l e snop
for many years, and he iinaily sold out to a pan by name oi Crowder. About a
quarter of a mile east of tne crdek an Indian by name of JohniSavage put in a
store, and la ter the threat of nigh water caused tae biacKsmitk snop to be
movdd up oy. i t . Savage sola out, to Sam liassjengale wno later traded the store
to a Dr. Smiths As tne town began to grow
couple by name of Roatacre had some allotte
they also put in a store, fioaaacre aiso o
connection with nji.s mercantile business,
was being done ai^long the creek and river
discovery. A brincn of-tne TajLaM S&ate B(

tner stores were plxt in. An Indian
land adjoining the l i t t l e town and

rated an undertaking panor in
tn tne cattle industry, some farming

ottoms, ana ./later came tne oi l
was established in Ogiesby, witn

i


