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September Lu, 1909

Index side A, recording time 30 min.; interview time one hours,

Intpormants John Topping, 8o years oia, of Cneroxee ancestry,
| ' Oochatata, Wasnington County, Okiahoma.
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Subgect: Eariy days of the’ OgJ.esby-Ho'gsnooter district ot

central Wasnington County, ‘
At one time wnat is now Wasnington County was populated by -more than one tribe .
of Inaians. The northern part or the area was all Deraware Indians. .The Shawnees
were scattered along tn@ eastern side ana Osages ranged along the wextern side,
The soutnern area was abited by Cherokees. A tfew Creek Indians possibiy were
iivang in the soutnern eage as history records Creek Incuan payments being made
on Bird Creex nortn o1 Pkiatook. This strip of lana ele miles wide ana 40
mules long was not tne [kind -of iand, for tne most part, that /Anaians prererred
to i1ve in. It did nave on.its big prairies some excellent funting, but water
ana woodlands was-not gne of 1ts widespread assets. i#hen tne land allotments
were made tew Indians, |except tor tne-Delawares, Lived on their Lands, preterring
the eastern part of their .Nation wnere more Indians iived and wnere the iand
was to their Liking. Nery lew tqowns, streams, and otuer pLaces have Indian
names compared to districts where there were many Indians, Hogshootér community
and creek were named for an Inaian tfamly thet Lived on tue creek Long ago.
Ine village ot Matoakg is believea to have been an Osa e settiement at one time,
Tne town of Oocheiata|was named for Cniei Oocnelata (Rev. Cnaries Thompson), but
there is no recora ol him ever naving iived there, Mucn of tnis county 1s .
high grass prairie . ana most of it nas never enjoyed a2 permanent settiemént,
At one time many greas of this country_experienced oil bdoms, and it 28 recorded
tnat tne 1irst oil wgil was located on Caney River wnere Bartiesville. is now, . g
In tne early days tneé great prairie country of this district was a mecca for
cattilemen, leasing Ihdian Lands and brm rﬁgms of catﬂe irom other places.
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On tne nigh prairie c@ntral Washington bounty 15 the Little village ‘ot
Ogiesby. Wnen a yoyng teilow, John fopping came from what is now Nowata County ]
with nis parents to, settle in this community ana ne has spent most. of his Lite
in tnis area, -
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John 11rst teLls about 4ne ola scnools tnat came into being as tne co{#ntry Was
being settied, The tarst scuool tnat he recails was tne Reubin Tynér 'Scnool on |
Caney River, then foilowed tug gcnools at Og;esby, Fish Camp, Rice Creek, Hogsngo/ter,
Antioch, Steel Camp, ana Pleasam; Vailey, *c-uay onyy tne sciool at /OgJ.esby remiins
in useo L

Tne oégmm.ng or tme iittie town ot Ogtesby may have been when Jess Oglesby set
up a bidcksmth shop beiore L9W on tne bank p“ Hogshooter “reek, Enougn ‘
bisiness irom rancners s COwDOyS, travelers amtners supportea tne i1ittle snop .
for many years, and he 1lnally So.Ld out to a; by name o1 Crowder, About a

quarter of a mile east of tue creek an Indiap by name of John.Savage put in a '
store, and later tne threat of n gh -water cajised tne biacksmitn snop to be

moved up oy.it, Savage sbla out, to Sam Massgengale wno later traded the store’

to a Dr, anﬂths As tue _town began To grow gther stores were put in., An Inaian
coupLe by name of | ‘Roawacre had some ailotted Lana aajoining the littie town and
they aiso put in a store, Hoaaacre aiso opprated an undertaking parior in
connectioh with nis mercantile business. Witn tne cattle industry, some farming
was being done allong the creek and river Yottoms, ana. jLater came tne oil
discovery. A brancn ol -tne Talgtla S&a?e Bank was estaf.ushea in Og.l.esoy, witn
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