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Sunday Bark o, -2-

He remembers when the 51d Cherokee Orphans Aslyum was in use and it was tne
principal estabiishment along the .river in tnat area. At tnat time the town

of Salina only haa a tittle store and & few nouses scatterea around. He recalls
that Sam Grayson, a Cnerokee used to operate tne terry boat tnat crossea @rand
River at the Salina crossing. He remembers that Mrs. Moilie RiLey wes teacning
school at Brewer tnen and she rogde a norse witn a side saddle and crossed on the
terry when tne raver couidanot be 1orded. He tells that Chier Samuel H. Mayes
had a nice farm across the River we$t of Salina and Surdey knew him well, He
also knew Washington Swimmer wno was Assistant Principal Cniei under Cnief

Mayes.

In the olden days travel to tne distant towns wys seldom done, and tne little
country stores scattered thru the country surficed the needs of most &t tne
people. Sunday recalls that Joel Bryan hatt a store about tive miles south

ot Salina that handled most everything., He tells that nis tather bought a

new wagon there one time tor &Bu., which was his great pride and joy tor a long
time. lhen up nortn of Salina Cid Man Wilson had a little store back in the
woods, East of their home between Satina and Kenwood, “ouie Drager had a
store and at one time there wag a post office connected with the store. The
next closest place to trade was at Spavinaw, some Ll milés to the north. At
one time the only grist mill‘was located at Spavinaw and he remembers many times
taking a sack of corn up there to have it ground into meal. It was an all-day
trip by horseback, and ne would lcave early in the morning and get back about
darko ‘ ' ) ’
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He speaks of tne times when tn% Indians fished in Grand Riwer tkey way tnéx
knew, Gigging at night was one of the best ways tney had to get tish, In
their flat bottom boat witn ﬁing knots -burning on a mud bed at the front tney
tloated down the river and engaged in the age old custom of gigging. Catrish,
buffalo, drum, and rednorse were their favorite fisn., Yet' they never passed
up a big bullirog, an eei, or solt sheil turtie. In the shallow waters they
gatnered crawtish, a favorite ev%n to-aay among the Cherokees.

observant of present times. He s hany\of the younger Indlans are turning
away trom tne ways of their fatners and 1ollowing the whiteman liite. Many
only waht to "run down tne road". He is quite disturbed ;nat the younger
Cnerokees do not go to church, and many do not care about [going to schaol.
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He reveals that the Indiens gatner the Sassairas root artjr'tne first frost
in the fall and also in the spring just when tne bushes start to bud out.
Sassafras tea is still mucn used among the Indiams both as a medicine and as
a beverage. He tells that now the nexbs apd roots that were once pgentitul
that the Inaians gathered for medicine\are hard %o rina ndw. Once along
Saline Creek many of the tavorite medidine plants grew, bdt*the lake waters
have covered all the area. The take waters also covered the saline springs
where the Indians used to come to get the 'nealing water'. Sunday recalls
that when he was 3 young man there lived\in his commynity an Indian by name
pf 01d Man Ho-seh who was well known as ap Indian Déctor ?nd was highly

and nerbs,.

As Sunday Bark sits on his 'porcn zgg thinks of the old dayls, he is also

"to his areé\ﬁas the coming of the '

Cne of the many changes Sunday has geen &o
and out or His community. He

rallroad, which provided a means of travel

| also witnessed the passing of the railroad there. . Biy tricks and éertn moving

\

machinery have now invaded his homeland to futher deéstroy égé change things.
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