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(not on tape, He explained-that they kill feathers and bring^hem back

to life. The medicine man takes the feather and works with it. . Returns,

it)'to the owner who then feeds it "veins". Some men protect and keep the

bird alive. The,feather is more to the Indian t̂ ran an ornament.)

ART WORK »,. ' « ' ' * ' - ' : . ' #

(When did you start yOû r ,art work^ your painting and all?) • - 4

Well, to consider- an Indian artist to first t,ry to get a name was in '67.

That was during the centennial celebration down at Wewokat That's where

I made a turning point from just being a free lance commercial artist to

an Indian artist. Many times pame that I wanted to quit when I started '

because I wasn't actually what you call started, so I had a chance to quit

there, but friends, people that you'/I ike so well comes up and speaks to

you a little encouragement here and there. And they build confidence in

you/ Actuallyyou build it in yourself by listening. But you find that

there's a starting point of everything. And I figure, °we 11, \J<f< they have

that much confidence in me, why should I let them .down. They meant well,

a season for everything and the art, as an Indian artist, thj.8 is the season

to start. And t;hat was the time that I did. Butk over the past, as a free '

La nee commercial artist, as a free la (Uncommercial artist, I started itt

' '63. And worked commercially for different people. Shops, big firms, and
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BO forth in Oklahoma City and, Tulsay Quite a few places in the state of,

Oklahoma, never really'outside. Did\q-uite a bit of sign work; highway ;

outdoor signs in Missouri and Kansas and Dallas-.'* But, i t wasn't what you

called commercial. It was just something to do, I mean, couple dollars to
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pick up on the way home. And times when I couldn't even make i t hqme., But.

' in time, you learn, that I found, well, like you stay.in one place dnd make

myself noted then maybe have a nickel to spend tomorrow. Espciallywhen you've
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got kids now.yi£ you've got kids, there*1*.* lot more 1ro consider, than jjust •

I. '


