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ile . re^nbers v;hen the town of Dawjey was just a l i t t l e v i l la e wiî h d i r t
s t ree t s , i.nen i t rained the whole plafce v. .s just a sea" of deep sticky

• mud. In i t s earl^ days a s t r ee t cr.rTan f rory Bart lesyi l le to Dewey and
afforded-many their only-mess of transport; t ion.

•>

i'The early days of the Delaware:- they made*their living by-i'aming and
^ hunting. • IJany of them fished on Caney Jiiver and oh the -any t r i bu t a r i e s .
v One source of incon.? was from trapping far be-.ring animals, which"wore

plentiful in the <-:;.rly 'days. •

i red recal ls wh«fh he was a small boy several wagon loads of Delawares
traveled some sixty miles to tne Shawnee u i l l country to attena a stomp
dance and Indian meeting. He ""recalls tnat tne roads j.ust wound
woods and^acros^ the prair ies wherever i t was the easies t 'to t rave l .

• - I t v/a's a three day t r i p ope w.ay then. Trips to the biia.wr.ei.: Hilis ' in
, ' what is now Craig bounty was always enjoyable. xhe language of the

Delawares and ShaVnees is very similar and they are so.ie of the few
Indian tr ibes not bothered ivith language problems, rred renenbers-

"best the good and plentiful food at those meetings.

" In the days when the go^ern-:ont trade payments to the Indians for land
and other obligations, i-red rer.embe.rs going one t ine to the Delaware
nrea near-Nov/ata. Thia was the hone of the Journeycakes rnd Barndollars.

rred talks about' the Indian foods of long ago. Corn was the main par; of
every meal and i t \*as j^pepared in'r.any .vsys. Pumpkin, squash, and be-ns
also were much use'd. Table vegetables as we k:iov\ then today were not
widely used by the older Indians. T.eat v." s the jjodt i-vortant item of
Ctneir foods and tnoy used just ab'out anytning edible. Crrwdrds, eols ,
gar, t u r t l e , nuskrat, and chin prepared only as an Indian cook knows
Y,~s a delight. Other things Xigurod "too,'as i t was related th~t once
hie l i t t l e br.othor ate his f i l l of grasshoppers. On another occaoion

. 'this sane broc. er'hav> so~"eh!r.v Cut off,a dogs t a i l and hir 'notn^r lat<-r
fo'Jiic hir. t'stinf i t ; \

- he'tell?- tiy-at c^ a youny f-elloi» :!<- ver/l soldon nad anyr ri^r.ey, cvd th- t
ther •.:?'.. l i t t l e :IOPG for. th. coiA an! Jiong green tli >h, as there •..ere
few pieces to depart with i t , he recrlr^jone t ine a fr ie .d of :.is had
\orked oat on a rancn for s^v-ral rronths. -̂ hen one Jay he pas' paid
$150 in gold. • iiis friend tou: th-1 'ih-.t ..as tne f i r s t r.io:.cy he nad
ever had "ana often he .oaid .,avt.> t o . s i t dov.r. a;.:1: count the .money to
be sure i t v;a.-> there and rea l .

lie talks about.the old burial grounds of the ^elav.ares.^ ilariy were
located in his part of the country, so~e of which wtre the i'r-ilieaf,
Lenno,(j3"tick Creek, b'ilver Lake, Carleyhead, Beck, ^h i t e Rose, Day, • r '

1 and Thursday. He recalls that over in lov.ata County the-Delawares
had a large cemetery aklled Bezion'and another- a-fr Old Alluv^e. fie says
some of the old Indian cemeteries have now been taken over by white

" people, and do not"have to^pay'for a lot^ i''red t e i i s that the /belief
of the older people - was 'that //hen a person was buried^ that was* the
end, and they never went back to that grave. They "believe that a person
•Aent back v.here^he came from when- he died'. That' may be the reason tfiat '
th«re are ss many unmarked graves. '.In more recent years the Indians have
started marking the i r graves. ""He had feeard h i s . grand father t e l l about
never going back t o ' v i s i t a graye.


